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I f * rHE MTDDLE AGEs, scattered among the

I I denser thickets ofthe Great Forest of Middlesex,

I I there were patches of scrub and marshland.tl 
Perhaps a mile or so to the south of the Brent

Valley there was such a patch, a meandering water
basin, alongside uhich greu a fine stand of trees, a

copse or spinney presenting a conspicuously broken
outline against the sky. In course of time this
landmark was to giue its name to the whole area: for
people called it the 'crickelede uood', the 'crutched

wood' or forked tuood' ('crycc'in Old Soxon meaning
'a ctatch' or'a forked staff)".

The word's Anglo-Saxon roots place it someuhere
in the first millennium .no; certainly uell before the

Norman Conquest, by uhich time the original
'aatched tuood' seems to haue uanished. It is not
marked on early maps, nor does it appear in the

Domesday Book of to96; so,for afirst glimpse of the

name in uriting, ue haue to wait till tzg4 Qn uhich
year the Place Name Society records an entry for 'le

Crickelwode') - uhereafter a uhole century posses

before it appears again, on a roll of 49o.

'There are other possible derivations. One of these proposes Anglo-Saxon crecca.geldd, meaning
a forded stream (cr&ca = c/eek, ge - with, kid = a pathway). Cricklade in Wlltshire, an ancient
Thames crossing, is thoughl to be derived in this way.
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A Village History P rolog ue : The Crutched Wood

lP'tr,o, ll,o, (g'rut(er lf lhr,e C trut r[,c]hr,erd[ W,o,,o,d[

Thc end of the Great Forest
Cricklewood in the Mi.l.llc Ages r,,'oul.l

have l.ecn .lllite Lurlike the Itterropolitat-r

sr-rbur[. u'e knc'r.,r, totliry. At thlt title evet't

to call ir a l'ram[et u,oulrl hrn'e beet-t

exaggerltion. Tl-re Clreat Forest still rulerl.
'Wcrlves ln.l u.iLl 1...rrr !.ro',r'le.l. But their
.1ay wls uearly over. The u'o,rrlllttcl rl'as

carefirlly tnanage.l ils rt res()trrcc firr timtrer
an.l kin.lling but, as neerls cl'rirngecl, it
slou'l1 rlrvin.lle.l. 81 tl-re er.rtl ot the l6tl.r

Ccntrrrl ir lr:r.l rrll lrul gtrrtr', riving ultr
entirely to pasturc rr-rrl arablc lar-r.1.

Torlrry we hnve only tirntalising renr-

nants ()f thtrt Grcrr Forest, Hirn-rpstel.l

Helth, Horsen.lcn Hill, Epprng Forest,

Scrltchwoocl - the se, an.l a fe'uv other
sr-rch tleliglrts, lir-rger rrs rer-r-rin.lers of the
u'ilclu'oo.l that q'ls.

The first great high$'a)'
As the iorest rliurir-risherl. conrmunic:r-
tior-rs ir-nproved. But rurr.is iu rlre Miclclle

Ages left much to [,e desiretl. Most u'ere

nrtrrltly treckt lirrkirrg trnll t() firrnr, or
farm to market, firllou,ing natttral trai[s
an.l nraking greirt tlctours to avoicl bogs

and l.otrlders. ]n tl-re r.r'or.ls of G.K.
Chesterton'

Before the Roman came toilio 
s"u"rn .,roo".

The roll ng English drunkard made
the rolling English road...

... Amazy road, a miry road

and such as we d d tread
The night we went to Brrmingham

by way of Beachy Head,

But there \\'its ()nc road u'hicl-r ou'er1

nothing t() that Englisl-r t'lrunk:rrtl; ir roacl

tl-rat clitl n()t mealrrler fronr sirle to sicle

ar.oitlir-rg e''er)' tree srtrrnp an.1 .ltrckpond.
it pre-.lare.l some ()t those u'intlir-rg rnr.rrl-

courses lrv rr thor-rsan.l t'ears an.l was, of
collrse, tl'rc great inrperiai Ronnn road,
Warling Street; thc nrtional highway
*'l-rich to.lril u-e crll the A5 or Eclg'.vare

Roatl; or, rf u'e livc in Crickleu'oorl, 'The

Broa.lu'n'1 '.

Builr [.y the Romu-r occr.rpiers in the
1st Cienttrry' AD, rhis \\'as 11() rvantlering
cart track. First, ir trcnch was .lug .lown to
tl-re exisring nrck or cl:ry irr.rcl iilled with
Liyers trf srrn.l or snriril rock. Wl'rcn these

h.r.l l.eerr rilnrlcrl levcl, an t:vun surttcc
of snrall curvetl st()nes \\'as laid. Tlrese

were cllt and shapecl hy stonernirsons, anrl
u,ere al.lc t() sLlLrp()rt marchir-rg legions

and tl'reir transports. Drainage clitches ran
alongsicle to keep rhc road surlnces flooc1

anc] fnrsr free.

The tecl.rnology' u,as rvell aheacl of its
tirne; intleetl, it rer-nair-retl basical[y r-rnal-
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tered until the early 19th Centtrry when

John Louclon Macaclam inrroclucecl
revolutionary new methocls.

Broad verges

Not surprisingly a roacl such as this, car-

rying as it did a c()ntinuoLrs stretrm of
valuable cargo, \\,as vulnerable to attack by

Jrrrtisirn\,,lnLl prescnlc(l a tenrptirrg tlrget
for bandits ancl robLrers. So the Rornans,
ancl tlre Nonnans after them, cleared
extra.wicle verges extencling 100 feet on
either side. On these they forlrlcle all
l.uilJing rrntl afftrrcsr;rtion, otien giving
trusted rctainers sin-rple holdings there in
return for protecting the verges ancl the
farm houses nearby.

After connecting tlre Kent coast tcr

London, Watling Street struck oLrt north-
west thror-rgh the Great Forest of
Miclcllesex (closely skirting the Crickelede
Wood), passing on through St Albans and
'!ilroxeter antl Chester before finally perering

oLtt in the mountair-rs of North \Uales.

In the fifth century, Rome finally gave

Below. cross-sectron through a typlcal Foman road,
showing mult -layered construction that was not to be
significantly improved upon for some eighteen hundred
years.

Prologue: The Crutched Wood

up on Britain and callecl its legions home.
New invaclers soon took their place -
Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Danes, Vikings,
Normans, so that the country grntlually
.lisintegrate.l into a collection of petty
warring kir-rgcloms. Watling Streer f.ell intcr
neglect. Stor-res taken frorr the top layer of
the roacl to build houses were replacetl by
ru[.r[.1e antl clirt, unril by the 18th ccnrLrry
long stretches of this once-mighry Roman
l'righway had all but clisappeared.

Land, the great treaslrrc
Over the centuries, Britain's overlords
were not skrw to realise that, of all the
assets they 1',ossessec-1, thcre was llone lrore
precious than lancl. L:rnd was wealth,
secr-trity, power. It coulcl reward loyalry, or
bc used as a bargainir-rg counter. It could
even, for a sinner in exaremis, help unlock
tl-re gates of Heaven. Arrrl Le Crickelwoc{e
l'rad land aplenty.

For tl-re present, however, let us allow
\fi/atling Street the lirst word. Hisrory was

not yet finisherl with it, nor ir wirh the
place of the Crutcherl '!Uoocl. Eigl-rteen

l-rr,rndrecl years on, \Watling Street u,as

again to asscrt itself in a most unexpecterl
way - in, of nll things, r cloud of steam.

As we shrll nrcsently scc.

,l{f
l--'l"

6



A Village History 1. Of Rokholtes and Cliderhous

r. Olt lR,o,lklhrro,lltess arndl Cl[.iid[,err]ho,utss

lIr ts Nou thc li,ttrteentlt .cnttlry, thc

.lL l.t. UiJJte Agcs. Richar.l Il i, ,rr the

throne. The Black Deirtl-r has Jecimatetl

the population. Across the Channel, near-

ly a l-rundred years of iighting have settletl

notl'rir-rg, antl nou' tl-re title is tr-rrning

against Britain. It has L.een a troublesome

centLlry.
Tl're rnonth is July, the year 1388. lfhy

this prrticular clatel Because, Raih"'av

Villager, a deal is about to L.e strttck. Ytrur

land is about to change hancls; not for the

first time, true, L.r.rr not for the last time
either. Tl.re importauce of tl.ris .leal is thrt
it will ensure that in 500 years' time, u'hen

history decrees tl-re need firr a terrace.l

r,illage in Crickleu'oo.l, the lar.rcl ftrr thtrt
villagc u'ill L.e there tirr tl're birl.lir.rg.

St Bartl'rolomeu
The story begins w'ith a pilgrimage, a

vision anrl rr vo'"v.

Rahcre, tbrnrerly :t courtier oi Henry I

u4-rile sick on ir pilgrin'rage to Rome, saw a

vision of St Bartholonrerv whicl-r inspirecl

lrim or-r his return to Englantl to founcl a

priory and a hospital for the poor at

Smithfielcl. In the early merlieval periocl

the sick *,ere carecl for by tl-rc brethren
irnd sisters of thc Priorl' t r.rr grirdually
St Blrtholon'rerv's Hospital became

indeper-rtlent, relying ()11 rellts from the

Serfs cuttins com under an *r.g:rY,fgiL3r|.;6&'-_i,l-

fr==
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leasing oi 1an.l gitterl to ir [.1 rvealth1

atlmirers of its goo.l uork.
Rokholtes an.l Clli.lerl-rr)lrs \\Iere rrl()

snch grants an.l lrre u'here ottr cottages

will i e l.trilt somc 400 iears hcr-rce. In the

late 14th centur)' thc tu,o names are closell'

linkecl to the Wynkel.or,rrnc fulri1y. Ir.r

1388 Hugh 'Wynkelrourne rrn.l his 
"vife

Isobel grirnt to John Kvng .le Willestlon
fonr tofts or homestea.ls, "thrcc oi u'hich ara

caILcLl Rokholte.s [FicHs 10, 11 rntl 12 rrs

mirrke.l on the Cooke map ol.posite] nnJ

rhe iourth Ne ulonJc ".

Folkrwing tl-rc tlelth of her husbar-r.l

Hugh, Isobel Wynkebotrrr-re marries
Henry Lynch, probrbll' bringing the
Cli\lcrh()r.ls hn,ls r,' tlrc rrrrrrirrge; li,r itr

1401 shc ancl Her-rry grant to Johrl
Wynkel.ourne (possiblv a son [.]' her first
mirrriage) and others "Luul anrl trllclncnls ...

callctl Cliderhous".

By t[-re early l5th century Henry
Frowyk, r Midtllescx N4P, has irccl.rirecl tl-re

threc Rokl'rolte h..,nresteacls rn.l in 1446

deecls tl'rem to St Brrtholomeu''s Hospital.
The Cliclerhous lar.rd iater l.ecomes the
property of Rot ert Warncr, also a

Mirldlesex \,tP anrl a close fiicn.l of Henry
Frou1,k. In l-ris u'il[ of 14]9 Rol.crt'Warner
lear,es his estate of Cli.lerhous to St

Bartl-rokrn-rew's Hospital, but or-r11, irfter tl're

death of his wife rncl brother an.l on con-

dition tl.rat the cl-raplain pray tirr l-ris sou[.

There may l-rirve been a clispr,rte over
tl-ris lanr'l. It u,as in iact given by 'Warner's

*'iclou, to her son-in-larv, Wirlter Green,
who tloes not c'leetl tl're Cli.lerl'ror.rs land rcr

1. Of Rokholtes and Cliderhous

Jol-rn Wrkervr-rg, Master of St.

Barthol,,meri''s, r.urtrl 1446. The Cllitlerhous
lancl rerrains in the ou,nership of thc
Hosp111l, cventu allv l.ecoming Clitterholrse
Firrnr ri'ith rr han.is,lnre nrirnor house Lruilt
in the lirtr' 18th centrrrl.

The rrreir kn<xr,'n rs RokhoItes, it
aplrelrs, is marle trp of five fieltls, Nos 7,

9, 10, ll rr.rtl 12, tronting Watling Strect
(C) L.envcen Cletherhor.rs Lane (A) an.l
u'hat [.ecunrc kno*'n irs Cricklcu'ot>.1 Lirne
(B). Thc crrrlv historl of Fieltls 7 and 9 is

Ltncertrrit't. A ma1. of 1570 shou's orrll thirt
No 9 is ,,g'1e.1 1.)- rr Mr Rayner.

In 1796 these ru'o fields arc tl're prop-
ern ,rf Mrs Harriet Mencelin, ri,'ho also

ou'ns Tl're Crou'n prrblic housc (No 3)

along with another iielcl anrl r house or-r

the corner of Cricklervoocl Lrne. By 1828

Fiekls 7 rrntl 9 l-r:n'e l.een scrlcl ()n to a Mr
James Deneu' an.l sometin-re afrer 1840

they becon.re the prlrpslt!' of William
Slark Est1. By this tirne Fiekls l1 and 12

are ()ne iieLl, No 12, irnt-l together urlth
No 10 thcse tirmer Rokhokes fielcls have

Lrecome l.arr of Clitrerl-rouse Farrn.

Anrl so by the errly l9th centLrry
Rokholtes .incl Clitlerhous are kno*'n as

Rockhall and Clittcrhouse* anrl it is or-r

these tu'o areas of acljoining [an.l, specifi-
calli'fieltls 9, 10 ancl 12, that the
Crickle*oo.1 Railu'irl Terraces u'ill be

built.

' Rokholtes appears in the records variousy as
Bookho d and Bockhal. C|derhous s spell from time
to t me as C elherhous. C Utterhouse and lnrore recently)
CltterhoIrse.

Opposite:
ll ustratron trased on John Cooke s 1i96 !t4aO of the l,4tnet anC Parislt rsf Hendon n the CoLtntV af Mrddlesex.
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the controls of the Locomotion as it pulled
36 wagons filled with sacks of coal and
flour to mark the opening of the Stockton
& Darlington Railway. The journey of
jtrst under nine miles took two hours and
during the final descent into Stockton
speeds of l5 mph were achieved.

Not since the invention of the wheel
hacl anything quite so secluctive entered
the world of transport. The arrival of the
railway opened un.lreamt-of vistas of
speed and travei and freedom - not just

fbr the wealthy and privileged, but fbr the
whole population. New lines sprouted in
all directions. Speculators scrambled to
buy shares.

The Midland Railway
One such speculator was 27-year-old

farmer's son George Hudson, a born
entrepreneur who in 1827 put f30,000 -
:rn unexpected winclfall inheritance from
a clistant relative - into railway shares.

Fi',,e years later he fcrrmed his own rail-
way compirny, the York & North Miclland,
ancl persua.led George Stephenson, by

then a close friend and partner, to take a

seat on t[-re L.oard. Whilst continuing to
buy shares in other railway conrpanies,

Hr,rdson was the first to see that future
prosperiry lry in anralurrnriition.

In 1844 he united tl-re Midland

2. The Coming of Steam

Stephenson's prize wnning 'Rocket', 1829

Counties, the North Midland an.l the
Birmingham & Derby Junction railways

to form a single Company, ancl so the
Midland Railway was born. It was a bold
and ultimately successful venture which
earned Hudson the title 'Railway King'.

Hudson's early success as a railway
magnate was not to last. Only a year later
George Stephenson wrote to a friend,
"Hudson has become too great a man for me

nou'. I am not at alL sadsfied il the *aJ tlre

Newcasrle and Berwick Line has been canied

on and I do not intend to nke any more actiue

part in it. I lwue made Hudson a rich man but

he wiLl tery soon care for nobody except he can

get moneJ b1 them".

By 1847 ririlway shares were falling
slrarply. Huclson's promises turnecl olrt to
be filse, and those who had believed in
him anc'l invested heavily were ruinecl.
Huclson was firrced to resign fron.r rll his

railway cornpanies ancl a subsequent inves-

tigatior-r founrl him gui[ry* of bribery irnd

10
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selling shares irt inflaterl prices. When by

1865 he hatl stilI not pairl L.ack the mone]

he rx,",ecl, he r,''irs inrprisotted firr tlebt in

Yrrk Cirstle. He tlie.1 in 1871.

The Midland Railu'av conles t() London
In the years firllowing Httelson's .le !.irrture
the Midland Rrilu'ay fkrtrrishetl, expantl-

ir-rg its lines to Bracltirr.l, Lee.ls, Bristol,

Gkuccster anrl Hitchin. But 1.1' 186j, the

rultimate prize, a direct indepen.lent link
witl-r Lonrlorl, \r:as still out oi reach,

blocked by 1.ori'crfu1 \'estcrl interests.

Clernent E. Strettorr recor.le.l tl'rat "]n

thc lcar of Th.c Greut Ethibition 1862, no iett'er

thr:n 3,400 Mitllond tntin-s - 1,000 pc.s.scnger

ontl 2,400 goorls rrains - tt'cre dekryc,.l on rhc

Grcat Northern .slsrem ... [LLt one point] fn'e

milcs ol goori: trttins u'cr(' tt.ritirtg to {(tt}l (tcc('ss

to London from tl'te north."

Accorclir-rg to G.W.Trip in ii Railway

Mirgirzine article in 1901, "it u'c.s .sconilalous

for rcspectabla pcople rc rror el to tort n b-,- rhat

second-rate concern 'The Old Lotll oi
Blctchley' (nrcaning rhc London €.i North
V/esrcrn branch serlrng Bctlioril - uhich ...

uirs onil /it trr contcr p(lkpcA or eotttiit.s;

rlnlc-ss perchrrnce, charitr children might be

entrn.sted to it.s c.lrd for illcir rciltra-,- .Tolrne-,-."

At last, years of intensive lol.bying paitl

off. ln 1861, Parliament actecl lnrl tl-re

Courpany wirs giren rhe g,>aheir.l tirr a 50-

mile rail link fion.r Bedfbril t() a neu'

terminus at St Pancras. Work l-regan in
1864, the line was openerl for goocls

traffic in 1867, ancl 1r )'ear later was

carrying passengers.

St Pancras

Mirlland's flngship terminus at St Pancras

2. The Coming of Steam

u,as .lelil.erately conceivecl as a showpiece.

No expense ',','as sparecl. The buil.ling,
along u'ith its integral Clrrnd Hotel,
seeme.l to proclaim to friencl and
comperit()r alike, "The Midland Railway
has :irrive.l". It createcl rr sensation.
Designerl by Sir George Gilbert Scott
(l8ll-I878), ituas, anJ renrains, a tttriqttc
treasll re oi tl-re Victorian Gothic nrove-

menr and is nou. Gra.1e I liste.l. The
Hotel, incidentally, thor-rgh of aIrnnst
unprece.lente.l opulence by n-ricl-l9t[-r

Centr.rrv stan.]ar.ls, slippecl into cot-n,. er-

cial .lccline an.l linally ckrse.l u,hen en

suite l.lthroc'rms l.ecame rlc rigueur ancl

public taste no krnger tolcmtetl miclnight
n'alks along .lraughq' corritlorsI

Hungrv for space

The .lcveloping rrihvay neru,ork r-ree.le.l

an ever-growing cornplex t,f marshalling
yar.ls, si.l in gs, rou n.lhouses, stables, stores

irncl reprrir shecls. It rvas hungrl' for spirce,

yet such a lnrge amount of lrrncl in central
Lonclorr u'ouLl be both expensive antl
l-rarcl t..r iir-r.I. This ne'"r' tlepot wotrlrl [.e

han.lling huge tonnages of tieight, son-re

(mostli'coal) arriving fron-r up-country for
Iocal .leliverf in Lonelon, s()me cartecl

Crest of the Midland
Railway Company

11



A Village History

fronr Lonclor-r fbr clespltcl-r to .listant
tlestinations.

Coal lr,as essential to the financial
u'elll.cinH of t hc railwr)s, ),ct ir \\,ils lr(rt lt
first a sougl'rt-after cargo. In tl-re 1840s coal
tmcks were sheeted (x.er t() l'ride their con-
tents. At one depot special screens were
erected to conceal (rs one railway otTicial
pLrt it) "the ignominiou.s trons';ction from the

eyes of the passing traueller", and another
manager corr.rplainecl that his line would
next be called on t() carry u)anlrre.

Predictably, as the new ririlway siclings
came into active Llse they woulcl be

besiegecl claily by heavy roaci traffic, most.
ly horse-drawn, for which a u,ell-developed
access ancl dispersal system wor,rld be

essential.

Br-rt here, at Cricklewoocl, a bare fifteen
minutes by rail from Sr Pancras, were
bnracl expar-rses of undevelopetl lancl;
moreover Cricklewood of fered, almost
rearly-macle, within a few yarcls of the rail-
way tr2rck, a rnain trr.rnk road, the former
'Watling Street, straight rs an arrow,
connecting Cricklewood to aIl points
south, and Londor.r to all poinrs nortlr.

Additionally tl're vast acreage required
\rras convenier-rtly owned by only rwo free-

holclers, nirmely St Barthokrmew's
Hospiral in Smithfielcl ancl \Yilliam Slark
Esc1. The Micllancl Railway was able tcr

purchase the greater part of the lanc{ for
the marshalling yarcls ancl railway track
fron.r St Bartholomew's in 1865 at a cost

of f45,000.
From Wi[[iarn Slark in 1869 they

acquired Fields 7 ancl 9 acljoining rhe St

Bartholomew's site - a narrow but crucial
strip fronting o11 the Etlgware Road,

IZ
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beginrring at the c()rner of Cricklewoocl
Lane and nrnning in a northcrly direction
for a quarter of a n-rile.

Ancl so with relative ease rhe Railway
acquired thc freehoU of a brotrcl rracr of
lancl some 100 to 150 acres in extent,
borclering the east sicle of Eclgware Road -
a1l clinging to the course of a forgotten
Rornan roacl.

As preclicted, Wading Srreer, spear-

heacl of Britain's first transport revolution,
had bccome pivotal to the cxpansion of
the second.

Pots of gold

The 1870s ancl 80s were l-ready ciays for
railway investors. Rnilway stocks had long
since recovered from tlre 1847 crash anc]
for r-nany punters there was now a pot of
gold at the end ,:rf every linc. Cricklewood
was witnessir-rg an ahrost breakneck pro-
gramme of expansiorr.

Siclings wcre opened at Brent in 1868,

ancl l small firr-rr-roarl structllre u,,as adc'lec'l

in 1870. A new roundhouse was built in
1882, known until the turn of rhe cenrury
as 'Chilcl's Hill'. In 1893 a nurnl.er of
enlargements were rnade ancl a second
ruu nrlhousc a.l.le.l Irhe sitc of onc of
these is now occupied by Royal Mail's
Parcel Force.lepot].

Cricklcwood v. Child's Hill
Cricklewoocl in 1870 was hardly rnore
than a scattering of farms, fiekls ar.rtl [ray-

makers' bothies, barely wortl'r a mention
on the map. It hacl a slrort rou, of houses
built for what today might be called 'srock-

broker belt' gentry, plus a couple of inns
for trrassing coirches; but, though it stood
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irt the corl'crgence of tltrec pnrishes -
Willestler-r t() the u'est, Hen.lon to t[rc

eirst, Hampstca.l trt rhc south-e:tst - l1()t il

single chr.rrch [.Lriltlir-rg of its ou'n (trt least,

none th2rt appenrs ()lt c()lltemp()rary
Orclnance Ila1.s).

Chil.l's Hill, on the other hanrl,
tl'rough a niile au,ir-v t() the cxst antl onll- a

I-ramlet, shr',u'e.l l-realtl'r' signs,ri grori'th. It
boastecl li church, Lurr pulrs, a kiln for
l.ricks ancl tiles, rrnrl sotne tt.to.lest L.ltt sttl.-

stirntial rcsi.lential terrirccs, u'ith ntore
,,1e.'eLrpnrent in prospecl. Ftrrtl-rer, L.eing

on rhe bortlers of sought-aftcr Hampstea.l
lnrl wirhin a short q,'alk of the Heatl-r, ir

l'relcl pron-rise of fittr-rre prosperiry (not t,r
mention a srrppl1, of n'cll-heele.'l passell-

gers for the rlilu'u).
So u,hen tl-re statior-r ()penell on 2n.l

May 1870 the sign was ll()t, llls, trrp1:,11.lly

emlrlazonccl with the naIle'(lricklervootl'.
Ir rea.l 'Clhild's Hill' (u'ith 'ar.r.l Crickle-
rvrrotl' l;tggttl rrtl :lllllrr:f .r: illl ilttcr-
tl-rougl-rtI). Not on11' thlt, [.ur Crickleurro.l
Lane was thcn still crlle.l Chilcl's Hill
Lane.

All the sirnre, ge()graphicalll rnd conr-

r-r-rerciaIlv, Cricklerroo.l urrs the trLle pi\'()t

of rhe opcmtior-r.

The Cricklervood Cun'e
As btrsiness [.oomecl, neu lines r.,"'ere

acLlecl. Thc Miclland Raih.r'41' [,trilr a spr-rr

jusr north ot Cricklervoo.l.
Tl-ris important .1eve[o1.nrent wirs

knowu as Tl're Nortl-r Ctrrve, irncl was

opcnetl in October 1868. It pirsse.l unrlcr
rl-re E.1gw,are Roacl ir-r a st,r-rrh-u'esterll'

.lirection, connecting tl-re Be.lfbrtl-St
Pancras Iine to rhe Mitllar.rtl & Sontl.r

2. The Coming of Steam

'Western Junction Railway terminal lr
Actor-r'!ilclls, tl-rerel.v achieving clirect
rlccess t() s'hut l.ecame the Nortl-r Lonrlor-r

Lir-re. Tl-ris :rlso proviclc.l vllrrlble fieight
links u'ith the former Lor-rclon ancl

Sor,rthern Railr,''rr1 s.

A tcu' r'ears later, in 187 5, tl.re

Compirnl conrplclcql an()thcr Ioop kno*'r-r

:rs Tl-re Cricklcrvoo.l Cun'c. This passerl

over the nrain rolcl on I r'iltlr,rct whicl-r

c()nnecte(l Brcnt Sitlings to thc Lonclon
& St,r,rrh Wcstem Railuav, cnrrving l.otl'r
passengers xll(l tieight. Cricklcri'oo.1 u'ls
tlo\\' Fr()nr()tc.l ttr t[re role of jur-rction anrl

l,,eel terrrtirr:rl. Tlre 1.:trr.ng('r scrvicc w:ls

not a sr.lcccss. Ir'r t'lefiance of tl-re railu,ay

l.oor-n, ir Pr()\'cJ Lrnec(rr-ronric lr-r.1, aftcr
rrl.ortive attcmpts irt re-[aunch, utrs finally
ri.ithtlrni'n in I 9(-12.

The 4-mle stone in front of the Railway Terraces on
the coach route to St Abans marks lour ntiles measured
from Tyburn (Marble Arch)

13



This iliustration is based on a revised edit on of the First Edition Ordnance Survey Map of 1860, showing the Midland
Railway lines bu lt by 1870.
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Ih) rh)Rt THE r r'\ll\r; t,f the MiJlanJ
Jb)R.it*.y, Cricklewt,oJ's populrtion
numberecl in tens rather than hunclreds.

Yet within a decacle Crickiewood was to
become a vital accessory to half of
Britain's railway system.

Marshalling yarcls, engrne sheds,

repair workshops and the huge voltrme of
trade in freight provicle.l rvork for many.

There were jobs fbr footplatemen, gr,rards,

wheeltappers ancl signalmen, shunters
and platelayers, engineers and cIerks,

hauliers and grooms an.l cleaners, br,rt f-ew

suitably trained local u'orkers.

Skilled workers were drafted in from
other parts of the network. Others came

from all points of the compass.

Cricklewood was becoming an 1870s rail-

way boom town, but there u'as virtually no
accommoclation.'Where were they to live?

Accommodation
By the sun-rmer of 1880, alarm bells were

sounding in the boardroom of the
Midland Railway company. In July and
August of that year, two plans were pro-
posed by the General Purposes
Committee and the Way & 'Works

Committee.
The first plan was ambitious, the

design and erection of 30 cottages, to be

built across three fields (Nos 9, 10 and l2)
facing the Edgware Road.

The second involved converting ten

J-,. lB,ril,c][.<ss at]ordl M[,o,1515,21ls

3. Bricks and Mortar

houses in Rockhall trrace [the site of the
present Telephone Exchange] into
'dtlellings for engrne drivers', at a cost of
f 1,500. This plan u'as quickly clropped,
probably u,hen the committee cliscovered

rhrt they tli.l nrrt have vacant pt,ssession

of the houses in Rockhall Terrace!

In July 1881 there u,as a fr.rrther pro-
posal r.,1.uil.l 40 c()ttages at I c()st of
betu'een f12,000 and f13,000; but the
company u'as still looking at orher
options, presumat [y because of the cost

anrl the unavailabiliry' of the lanci adjacent
to Rockl'rall Terrace.

This Iatter protrlem originatecl in the
Ian.l ancl properties purchasecl from
Williarn Slark in 1869, 1Z years earlier.
The company c-ru'ned the freeholcl of the
lancl and houses but not their existing
leasehol.ls and ha.l to wait until the leases

rAn ()r.lt to ohtain vacant possession.

Rockhall Terrace anrl the lancl atljacent to
it rvor.rld not be available to the company
until 1883.

Finally on 20th December, 1881 the
\7ay & \ilorks Committee reported that
"Tu'ent1-eighr tenders tt'ere receit'ed for
erecring 40 cottages ac Childs Hill. Resolt,ed

rhat Messrs. G. Lilley I Sons tender of
f 17,7 58. 18. 0. be accepted."

Another year was ro pass befbre the
project rvas mentioned again in the
Minutes. In Janr,rary 1882 the esrimare \r,as

increased by 14,7 59 for extra foundations

15
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tA.-+r*.. r:9:::-:-
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Above.' Architect s elevation Ca.1BB2, showing
frontages of three houses planned for Gratton Terrace.

Phatagraph G) Lutdau Baraugh of Barnet Ref MS2O43A.

The des gn and detailing were fol owed closely, as can
be seen from the contemporary p cIttre (pnnted below).

and new streets an.l in Jrly the
Locomotive Department was requested to
sr,rpply ancl fix gas fittings at an estimated
cost of t260 17s 6d.

But the land next to Rockhall Terrace,

on which Nos. 1 to 10 were to be erected,
was not available at the commencement
of builcling works. Sr> the first block of
Gratton Terrirce to bc built was at the

n()rth end. Nos. 40 to l l were cornplctecl

by April 1881 ancl tl.re first 30 occupants
mor.,ec1 in rluring the summet.

By autumn Nos.1 to 10 were also com-

pleted an.l occupiecl.

t6



On the Ordnance Survey map published n 1894 railway deveopmenls can-be cearly seen Sdrngs have spread fan-like to the south

ind norlh, and all the R'ai way ienaces are n place wiih the exception of Campron. The open country facing the Terraces across the

Edgware Road is already beirig engulfed by a tlde of hous ng. with Pine Boad and Larch Road appearlng as dotted I nes.
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A Village History 4. Pathfinders

jL. lPar rrlhrltilm rd[,etr""

Qutttlttn 1881. A horse-Jrawn carr
\)rtrrrnJles along EJgvare RoeJ. On it,
chairs, tables, rugs, pots and pans, berl-
ding, piled high. Also rwo adults ancl
some children.

The cart creaks past Siade Farm, past
Crickiewood Lane, past Clock Farm. It
pauses ar last opposite a meadow just
beyonJ RockhalI Tcrrace.

The meadow is heaving with activity.

A terrace of redbrick houses is under
construction, the bricks still bright from
the kiln. The more distant houses are
roofed and finished, some of the nearer
ones still open ro the sky.

The cart labours up a rough slope, lum-
bers past rhree blocks ofterrace houses and
finally draws to a halt outsicle the fourth
block. The aclclress is No.34 Gratton
Terrace. The Whitmores have arrivecl.

Above: The Old Welsh Harp pub lookng along the Edgware Road towards Dollis Hll and Cricklewood. Such was
the rura scene through whlch the Whitmores would have travelled on the r way to Gratton Terrace in I BB3

Photoqraph from the C.R.Smith callection. Ca 19A2.
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A neu life
Willianr Syre W'hitn.rore is l 29'year-oltl

engir.re clriver for the Mirllan.l Railu'ay

ancl or.r tlrat day in 1881 William, lris u'it-e

Louisa ar-rcl tl.reir firur chil.lren [.egir.r a

new lite in these Tcrraces r,''hich will be

carrietl on by their clesceu.lattts - ar-t

unbroken fami[1' cor-rr-recti()t1 - righr
througlr to the year 2000, a l'rtrr.r.lred an.l

sevellteell years later.

That clay in 1881, hatl he and lris

Lt,rrislr ltlt.l rinl( t() |atlsc ti)r just ll

nlolnent ar-r.1 sttr.ly tl-re vieu' from their
front be.lroom winrlow, wl-rar u'or.rld tl-rey

have seenl Their hotrse is near the nortl-r

encl of the Terrace. So thcl' uottl.l hirve

hir.l u clear vieu' of the r-r-rrrit-t roa.l, of
collrse, (not yet rranred The Broadway)

with once in a wl-rrle a wag()n l-reading

sollth to\!'arrls the railway gotr.ls 1',rrd, or
ntlll'c tltc cltp-.'1,,1.,ri hrrr,t.. ittttl()tlncintl
the passing of a hay'"i'air.r.

Anrl beyontl thatl Srraight ahe:rd, on

the fnr si.le of E.igu'are Roa.l, u'here uou'

4. Pathfinders

\\.e see u'arehouses aurl offices rnrl side

streets firll of nelt Iitrle l'ror,rses, was a

panoramil of cou'-rrerclows stretching
parcl-ru'ork-t,rsl'rion rrs trir as the eye cou1.{

see, all tl're u'av to Willesclen a r.r.rile to tl-re

soLrth. LoLtisa u'oulcl soon tre walking

across th()sc fielcls to services at St Mary's

Churcl-r in Willestlerr.
'!7erc 

oLrr neu'arrivals to g[ar-rce ,r Iittle
to the right, tlrey u,ou[d see the frrrurhouse

and or.rtl.Lrilclings of Lou'er C)xgate Farm

nestling irr rr slight .1i1. (n'herc Wickes is

tot1a1'). To tl're lef t, more opcn fields,

firllou'e.l [.y tl-re rambling oLrtlinc of Clock
Farm (itcr..rss tl-re nracl from Depot
Approach). Be1'on.l that, thor,rgl-r or.tt of
sight tion'r No.14, nrore open p:tstttre anrl

then ru'o large houses, Richmoncl Villa
and (Jakhn.l Hortsc.

Oaklln.l House wls a rather grancl

irttair tionting on Erlg,ivare Roa.l .lirectly
oppositc Cricklewrro.l Lane. It harl ir tiny
footpatl-r beside it, a mere cirrrler-track,
that a .lecade later u'oulcl l.ecome

Above; W I anr Syre Whitmore and h s \"ilfe Louisa Annie

19
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Above. Sydney Charles Bromiey (standing at real.
Lilian Annie, Erc (standing right) and Beginald Wi liam
Bromley (cenlre).

Chichele Roarl. Furtl'rer sourh still, but
beyor-rcl their view, wrs ()ne of the larger
farms of Cricklewoorl, known rs The
SIatle.

From their back berlroom, the view
u'or-rlcl be n-ruch the sume: n() human
lrabirntion in the firregrounrl, just a

rolling meaclow, the railway embirnkment
beyoncl, conceivably tlre treetops of
Hampstead Heath on tl-re distant skyline

ZO
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(for then there were few buildings to block
the vieu), anrl every now and aglin tire
clistlnt sounrl of a passing train or the
clinkclinkclink of couplings from the
shtrnting yarcls.

The Whitmore Dynasry
By 1tt98, William Syre w}ritn.rore is a

wiclower. Nor surprisingly, with ll children
to bring up, four years later ir-r 1902 he
marries 48-yearold Mary Ann Stamforcl,
the firn.rily's l.rousekeeper. Mcar-rwhile
Lilian Annie, !7illiam's secontl .laughter
by his first wife, has become betrotl-recl tir
her yorrng n-ran, Sydney Charles Bromley.

They are nrrrried in 1904 lncl four
years later Liliar-r, known as Lily, gives
birth to her first son, Eric. Six years later
there is a second chilcl baptisecl Reginalcl
William, but always knowr-r as Reg.

Reg hinrself, r,",ho u'as to live in
Grattorr Termce ali hls llfe, picks r-rp the
story, "l u,as born m 1914, but I came tct

Cncklutood in 1915 uhcn my mother dnd

fatlvr took a flu in Moro Road, Nct.72. M1
grantlfttl'ter usetl to drite onc of the fumous old
singlc drit,lng tt,heel engincs and unned l-tis

Gold Stnr for being the first to dnve un engne
at 80 ntph.

"To mot,e into Grarton rn rhe 1880s", Reg
recalls, "you h.acl to earn dt least f3 a week,

which wos a lot of money in rhose lays. My
grantlfuthcr eurnctl t3 2s 6tI u v,eek ttnd his
rent wlts 2s 6tl o *'eek.

"Whcn my grttndfuthcr becama ill., he

didn't lile an,rbotly but LiL.^t Looking afw him.
We noued in u'ith him but o.ue kept tt flat in
Moru Road. I u.'as onf just ouer u lear oll
+then hc died antl ufter th,:r ++,e moyctl in more

or less pcrmanently."
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ln firct Reg settle.l lt No. I Grattor-l

Tcrrnce Lrntil his tleatl.r ir.r 1987. He livecl

tl'rere throttgh tw,, u'orl.l r'r'irrs, irn,.l

lrecirme a familiar figtrre ir-r rhe Terraces.

He r.narried Irene in 1944 an.l ha.l one

son, Drr',,id. lrene .lie.l itr Janttrrry 2000.

Reg l-rin-rself ah.'ir1s ha.l rr keett interest

in tl-re ;rast and as',vell ls his osn tuemories

he llso cirrrieci those tlf the ru'o gener2l-

tions that went befirre hitl - his parellts

arr.l his Whitmore grart.llrarents. He vu'ls a

trlentecl amatellr artist. Orte of [ris sketches

is rcproclucecl belou'; others else',vhere iu
this l.ook.

Riahl:
Reg Bromley as a young man photographed n h s yard
at 3 Gratton Terrace

Bclow
'Drc1 you knolv these cottages had trig gates at each
encl and were closed once a year. to keep up !,'th all
old law, keeping it private?'

/da Simpson, Cottage Jattngs Surnnler 7995

rl
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Sketch by Reg Bromley
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Abovei Gratton had proved an.expensive luxury, and a number of drawings were rejected before the MldandRalway settled on a design for the upper Tena6es. The design aoovJ i;t"u 
', -*z['iu"ii"turneo 

down on thegrounds of cost' Phatogtaphs of plans on piges 22 and 23 @ Lonclon B'orough of Barnet Ref MS2o,$a.
Below: rhis scaled-down version of the earlier design - designated ,,Number 1,, - was more compact, andcheaper to build lt was eventually approved, but wthhodificatio-ns: tlre tantignlwas to belirloveo from over thefront doors, extra windows proviried on first floors. and outhouses to be insta"lled at the back for coat and w.c.
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IFrRort t'HL \ll\( TLS ,,f thc \fleY &
lttW"rt, C,,tnntitree ,,t Mrt) 188 1. it is

evident that tl-re compan)' ha.l alrea.ly

realisecl that the accommotlation proviclecl

by Gratton Terrace woul.l not [.e enough.

Tl're comn-rittee members "re.sc,ltcd thoc rl.re

remaining 10 cortages [Grattt,r-r Terrace] bc

completed antl made ttt'ailuble for il'te

accommodation of the Companli seruants "

Thcn un.lcr tlrc hea.ling'Cortages ftrr

Signalmen',
"A ninute of the Traific Cornmitcee uas

rcad u'herein it tt'as recommentletl to rhe Boartl

thattheWal and Works Comnrittcc submitior

approuaL a somcwhat less cxpensit'e p\an than

rh.at which has been hitherto adopted for

Signalmen's cottdges and rhat for the titure the

occommodation ma1 be Limirctl to tu'o rooms

on the ground floor and threc abote. Tuo plans

were submitted, one dt u cost of f240 untl

anothe' ot d cost of f.180. Rc.solt'cd tl'tat ilte

Traffic Commrttee be authorilccl ro srrbmir to

the General Parposes Committec u plan for a
pair of cottages on the less expensi|e plan rc be

buik as an experiment and thot tl::e settlement

of the pLan t'or generaL ddoryion be further
cctnsidered."

Had the Mitlland Raihvri'[.oard alreac]]'

realisecl that in bui[.ling firr its railway

rvorkers imposing and expensive houses

snch as those recently c,rnrpletecl in
Gratton Terrnce, r'aniq' l-ra.[ overtaken
good fintrr-rcirrl sensel Yer tl-re uext ret-erence

to plans ft,r smaller cottrges .'loes not

5. The Upper Terraces

appear in tl're Miuutes until 1885 u'hen the

mafter is lu'ice pt151p6ne.1. We .lo not knou'

u'lretl-rer the '.lrtmmy run' ever happenecl.

It is ir-rteresring to note that this time
tlre cl-roice \r'irs very definitely decicled by

cost. The c()nrrrittee opted ti)r the cottage

at f 180, thotrgh irn increase rr.r f 197 u'as

allo*'e.l to proviele for a sccond windou'
on the up1-,er iloor and irn extrll two ollt-
houses at the rear. Yet firr whatever
reason, they u'aited until 1890 before

buil.ling any m()re cottages.

Midland Terrace
This seconcl Terrace of 44 houses is nor

nrenrione.l rgrtiti in the ntintttes, )ct it wits

tl-re first Terrrce to be br,rilt rfier Gratton
and u'as occupietl by the spring of 1891.

3 '. a,
- l il l . r' .0
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Cottage No.1: Ground Floor Pan

The finnl cost of tl-rese houses is not
known ils they were not built until seven
years after the f197 costing of 1883.

Johnston and Needharn
In September 1890, the General Purposes
Committee noted briefly: "Erection of 78
cottages for tlrc staff . Tlv Traffic Committee
submirteJ a plan and cslimdtes amounting Lo

f18,000 u,ere read for rhe first rime." The
number corresponds exactly to Johnston
(40) ancl Needham (38) combinecl, and
the price per cottage is nou, f230.
Johnston ancl Needham had resiclents by
November 1891, though were not fu1ly

Z4
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PlDtagraph C) Landon Baraugh a{ Barnet Ref MS2A$A.

occupied ar that time.

Brent Terrace
In 1897 the Committee is consiclering a

plan for "105 cottages for the staff . The
Traff ic Committee submittetl estim.Ltes

umounting to t26,500." This was clearly
Miclland Brent Terrace, later known sintply
as Brent Terrace. The cost is now f252 per
cottage.

Naming the Terraces
There were 176 cottages in the original
estate (not inclucling the Gratton trrace
infills buiit in 1907, Burlingron Pararle,

I e .r 11.,..
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l2rter ad(liti()11s at the trorthern enrl of tl're

Terraces, ltn.l Brent Tcrltct, u'hich u'as ti

separate tlcveltlpn'rent).
As the only Terrace , '(lrrtton Terrace'

was not trnmetl fcrr cight vcars. H()tlses
q,,ere a.lclressecl sirnl.lr- as 'No.X EJgrtrtre

Road', then'CricklettooJ', then'MiJlanJ
C-ottages' (the noueuclatttre varie.l).
'!Uhen ['rou,ever Mi.l1an.l Terrace wirs

()ccLrpierl and name.l ir-r April 1891,

Grirftor-r Terrirce still rert'rarrtet'l unidentiiicti.
Tl-re nanle 'Grattot-t Terrirce' iinally
rppcirrcrl irr the Rilt( Rcgister rrt
Nor.'ember 1891. Each sltl.seclttent Terrircc

u,as namerl ils the next ()tlc \\'as con-rpleterl.
'Wl-rat coulcl be more irplaropriate tltan

to name tl-rern after prot-niuent raih,'"'ay

officials?

Mr J. Srcrlarr.l Grrrttotr *'as the Micllar-r.l

Railw'ay Con-rpany's Lar-r.l Agent - I kev

figure in tl're plannir-rg nn.l .leveli,pr-ttettt

of the Railway Village.
Mr A. Johnstorl wls Engineer-in-Chief

of the Mi.lliurcl Railu'a1', stlccessor t() thc

clistingr,risl-rerl trnd reccntll'-rerirecl Mr

John Crosslel'.

Mr A.M. Nee.lham !\'as the Company's
Passenger Traffic Superrntendent from
1873 until his cleath in 1890 (l-re die.l of
Russian FIu caught u'l-rile on duq' in wet

r,l,intry u'eather).

Mr F. C)an-rpion was Resiclent Engineer
for the Railway during c()ustruction ()f the
Bedford to London extension, 1863-69.

Cricklervood Station
The moclest train station at Cricklewood,
built by J.E.Hall u'ho u'as also responsible
for the Flin,'ick and Welsh Harp Statior.rs,

had only two platfirrms ancl, n()t

5. The Upper Terraces

surprrsinglr', Iacke.l St Prrncras's grrrtt.lettr.

Anotl'rcr rruthoritr', Brian RrJfirr.l, in
Vi,il.rr,,l \larn Lir,,' \1.'rrtrrt.s, |(,ilrts ( )ttt

that rhe statior-r hl.l a .lou[.le frrr-rction.

Nor or-rl1' .li.l it sen'e the neetls of local

colllnutcrs, l.ttt,rls., tl're rccrcltional
neerls of the Victorirttr ri'orking classes

anJ thc Lon.l,,r-r I'roli.llv mrkers w'ho

flocke,.l to Tl-re Ol.l Welsh Harp, iru inn :r

mile or so to the north. He mighr also have

mentioncd the morc local Crou'n Hcttel

an.l its celel.rate.l 'Crickleuoo.l Pleasure

Gror-tn.ls'.

Station upgrade
An ul.grarle hir.l [.ce n r.tncler .liscr.tssion

for sorre time ',r'l-ren in 1897 a tetrrler was

acccptcrl to enlarge the Station Master's

house, erect a neu' Lamp ancl Waiting
Roonrs ,rn.l to cover the ftrorbritlg.' ln.l its

step\\'.r)'s, at a cost oi f 554 4s 10.1. It is

also interesting t() 1r()te rhat ir-r lB99 a firm
calle.l W.H.Sn-ritl-r obtainecl the conces-

sion trr sell neu'spapers irt the stati()n.

Folkxvir-rg a nrajor programr-ne oi track
u'irlening in al.out 1902, the firotbriclge

u'as replaced by a sul-ru,ay and a new t-uain

builcling ."vas proviriecl, fronting on
Chilcl's Hill Lane Inow Crickleu'oocl
Lanel. Fron.r lst May 1903 Child's Hill
antl Cricklervoor'l Station becamc plain
CrickIcrvoot] Station.
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Above: A4 2 2No.27 on an Up express passes through Chiid's Hli & Cricklewood Station. The original IBZO
building is stil to be seen in the background.
Belaw: This v eu,/ of a Down passenger train shows the 1 897 add t ons.
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A Village History

.(.t ctl ttl :-{\. thLrsc tir:t rcri.lentr ,'t rltc
DT.rra.., nlr,,tr rr,, 1,,,1,k5. p11l.li5l1s.l

no memoirs. But there is a source u'hich

gives us l glin'rpse into the lives of tlle
Victoria t'r rni lu'ay u'orke rs rrf Crickleurro.l'
that is the infcrrmtrtion gatlleretl oll ()llt:
clay in l89l when the Cetrstts man c:lme

to ca1l.

The Nrtional Censr.rs, u'hicl.r trkes

place evcry ten )ears, tclls trs u'htr ults ir-t

each house on the cla1, tl're jobs tl.re1 .licl,

the age they were, the ntttnber of chiltlrcn
in tl-re firrnill'.

It n'otrltl be easl to (lisn)iss the Cer-rsr.ls

+

L7 1.l,rrrr.

Sect onal view of a cottage in the Upper Tetraces
Phatollt.tpl) A Landon BoroL|gh of Barrel Ref l\,152A,130

6. The First Families

as a c,rl.l crrtal()glrc ol tacts. Btrt l.chind
the figures antl colun'ttts irre real pe()p1e

livir.rg their .lail1' lir es in thc hotrses in

u,hich s'e of the 21sr Ccntr-rry urrr'"' Iivc.

A Victorian familr'
In (lriitton an.l Mi.llan.l Terraces (the

otl'rer Tcrraces ilrc lr()t 1'et btrilt) uruty of
the tnmilies ,rre large ,tn.l hirve [o,-lgers lncl
[.,:,ar.lcrs (in one crsc the in-llu's ls 

"r'e[ll).Trlr flurilies ofter-r hrve to live sitle by

sirle, rvith chiltlren as y()tlng ns 10 workir-rg

to srtpp[gn1g1t the tami[y it'tcotttc. This is

u'hrt the Census tells us al.ottt one of
thenr - the Birrns.lall flmily of 1l (lrarton

Terrace.

In i891 the hearl of the househo[l is

4S-vear-oltl railivav Fireman \WiIliam

Barns.lall, his u'ite Eliza is 40 an.l rlrere

are cighr children an.l a grar-r.l.lattghter,

eleven people living ur-r.ler ot're roof. So

u,hat is lite like for this Victoriur tirmilyl
As Fireman, Villiarn spen.ls l goocl

.leal ,rt time au'ly from hon're, urrrking
'ttrrns' (sl-ritts) as long rs 18 hotrrs. His 1ob

is ro firc tl-re boiler anrl prepare tl'rc cngine

irt tl-re beginnir-rg of circh tltrn. He gets

three tlays' paitl holi.lal' a verrr.

His elclest sor.r, Villiarn junior, is 27.

As e Fitter's Labourer he repnirs ancl

rnaintlins engines. Rol.ert at 2] is also a

Firen-r:rn, ancl aspircs to [.e an engine rlrirer

[rve kno.. trom RoL.ert's survivit-rg uep[g1a'

rhat he irctually nra.le itll.

16,. l[]hr,e lF ii.trsst lFarnnr illl il,ess

+-

'(
Ij

-ti
1r
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'Walter, rt 18, is an Apprentice Railway
Fitter, earning very little ar the moment;
but the rccluisition of skil[s such as

technical tlrawing could leacl him to a

Railway Engineer's p()st, or even a manager-
ial p1y5isi611. Of the remaining Barnsrlalls,
tl-re youngest is two, ancl thc otl-rer tl-rree
cl.rilclren ar.rcl the grand-daughter arrend
school.

Married lifc
What of Eliza, William's wifel Shc has
eight chiltlren ancl l-ras been pregnarrt for
at leust ten years of l-rer married life so far.
Lookirrg ar rl)e gaps in their ages witl-r tl-re

6. The First Families

knou,lerlge that in the 1890s birtl-r control
was mclimentary and not consiclerecl proper
in Victorian sociery, it can probably sadly
l.e assur-necl that she has Iost several
children eirher through rniscarriage or tlis-
ease in their early years. (Fatal irrfections
such us diphtl-reria irr-rtl tuberculosis are
commonplace. In Henclon Urban District
Cor,rncil's Sanirarion Report of 189J, a

birby ar.rcl a slx-ycirr-olcl ir.r Midiand Terrirce
have snrallpox ancl are taken to the
Holloway Smallpox Hospital in Highgate).
Tl'rroughout thrs tinre she cares for l-rer
l.rusband and tl're other c['rildrer-r ir-r concli-
tions u,hich a 2lst centurv British won-rrr-r

,l
,!
I

,i

l'
I

- . --, /t,.;t- 4 "., . .- .

;rpt , 'dli 7 f t) ,

Above. "cottage Kitcher, Midland rerr.a9q", by Reg Bromley. when th s drawing was made - probably in the 1950s
- it is unlikely that rts furnishings and fixtures would have dltfered siqniticantli from those famtliar to'the Barnsdail
lqmlly in tle 1890s. Young Reg Bromley was a frequent and welcomdvisitor a-t the N4isses Verralls' kitchen at No.q
Midland. The two srsters were daughters of Harry and Ellen Verrall, the frst occupants of the house.

78

;i
1

-i

€

1{prr.1.



A Village History 6. The First Families

Aboye: Insde Ch cls Hl Bunning Sheds n the earl-\'2Oth centLrr',. t was n such sheds th.rt W lam Barnsdaland
hrs sols woud have learned their tracle and laken ther f rst stefis ,rp the oromotion ladder. Collectron O.Cafter

uor.ril cor-rsicler ir-rtolenr[rlc. As I goorl

Vrctoriln u,ife sl-re rs cxpecretl to keep [-rer

chilrlren and home cleat'r itu.l well preser-rt-

etl - not easy rvith onll rr single coltl tap in
tl-rt: horrse antl l tin l.:ith in tront of tl-re

kitcl-ren fire, firr u hich u:rter [-ras to [.e

l.oiletl anrl carrierl. Ouc ri'tttt.lers h<ru'

nr:rn1' have to t-tse the sanrc l.rrth u'ater, anrl

u'ho rs icrrtttnate enottgh rt, go iirstl
Anrl yet gir.en thc rclarive sizc ancl cltral-

it-v of the houses it-t (lnrrorr Terrace, ancl

thc ur.rnrber of it-rcourcs couring ir-rto this

ParticllLrr family, thc B,rrrrs.lrlls r-nay u'ell

c,rr-rsi.ler themseh'es ti)rtllrlrrtc cr',ntpatecl t,r

rltc trrrli |()()r itt Vir't, rri.tlr .ocicn.

Child labour
ln 1891 schooling firr nrost cl'riltlren encls

rrt 1l (tl-rough Amelir, rr .lomestic l'relp at

35 Mi.llar-rd, is on[y ten ']crlrs olcl). In
Richirrrl Griffin's tlrlilf irt No.27 Gratton
cvcr\'()l1e ()\'er tcn is u,orkrng. Eighteen-

vcrr-..rl.l Ar-rr-rie Grittin is ir lrrtrnclry mai.l;
l.rer [.rotl'rcr Ricl.rrrtl, at 16, is l Post L)ffice
Teleurrrpl'r M.'ssengcr; Eli::r[-eth at 14 is r
rLrmestic servilnt.

Othcr chilclren, such as l4-year-okl

C)hrisropl'rer Wl'rcc.lle, Witgon Repairs

Assistrrr-rt of 44 Midlantl, hur,e alreacll,

l.cgLrn their Iite i,r'r tl-rc rail",''a,v. Tlrev gct

arry jo[. thel-can: John Tin-rnrs at 37

(lratron is tl-re oifice [a.l ir.r rhe coal ofiice
lrn.l trrLtng Artl-rr.rr Lou'e next door is

crran.l l.o)' in thc oil sl'rop.

It is also tra.litior-rnl firr n young la.l to
bc given t1-re job of Knockcr Upper or, in
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A Village History

Scotlancl, Waker-rer. A tbrn-rer 
'Wakener,

Sandy Begg, clescril.es l'ris tluties: "We lvrtl

rc be up frrst in the nrorning to go round and

*'ake up ILLL the othcr railttal u'orkers. All the

men we n,ere sent to u.ake hod n be up befora

6am so c,f course tte'J start a goorl bit etulter

tlun rhar. It uas ttll on loot, roo, .so u e cot cred

a lbw mibs - a birycle u'ouk) fuu'e bccn a Lruurl.

We knockctl on tlinclotts rothar thlan on the

door. They'd aluays .srrck tfuir fud.h ofi dnd .tsk

obout tht wcath.er. lba mighr tt ake selen or eight

men in a morning ontl the biggest dil/icalty was

pLanning your waLk round because they alL lud
to get up at different wnes."

Rungs of the ladder

John ancl Arthur u'ill hope that u'hen they

have learnt the ropes thel u'ill l..e taken on
irs a Steatn Raiser or Railway Cleaner like

2O-yearolcl William Hollins u'ho loclges

with John and his family. As a Railu'ay

Cleaner, William is on the first rung on
tlre ladcler to becoming a railrvay Engine

Driver.
The Railu'ay Cleaner cleans the boilers,

pipes ancl other workings, ancl empties tl're

ash. A Steam Raiser u'il1 rvork in the turn-
ing shecl, lighting fires ancl w'il[ begin tl-re

process of getting Llp the steam, ready ftrr
the Firernan. These men are in the
preparation ancl clisposal team and will
take several hours to clean and prepare

two engincs for the next jotrrney.

William Hollins's ambition will be to
acquire the title of "Passetl Railway
Cleaner" which may take ten years but will
rnean that he is consiclere.l ready to take

on the job of Fireman, a Passed Cleaner
u,ill clean engines one day and the next
.lay may work as Fireman.

6. The First Families

It rvill be the sanre ftrr Tl.romas Shaclrack

of 4l Micllan.l, a Passerl Fireman. He is a

Fircmln btrt w'ill clrive engines u'hen

recluirerl. It nray [.e several more years

before Thomas l-ras ent-,ugh experience to
become a fi.rlly fledgecl engine driver. But
if ln.l u'hen that occurs, as in the case of
William S. Whitmore, his job will be a

responsible one int1eet1. He will have to

knor.r'lll the rorttes, much as the taxi rlriver

does t.r.lay. He u'ill have to knor,,'his signals,

be constantly alert and a[,tt','e all he will be

respor-rsible fcrr the safe,y* of his passen-

gers. And he rviI earn enough to be able

to nl(x'e into Clratton Terrace.

\trbrking \\'orncn
Accortling to the Census, feu' of the mar-

rietl rvomen irppear to work. Btrt it is

acceptetl 1.1' the Census takers that r-rot al1

the u'ives u'ho r.'ork u,ill ac'lmit to it. It is

very likely that some u'il[ take in launclry,
protably tiom Hampsteacl, either on a

regular basis or when finances are

stretched. But status in Victorian society

is extremely important and many a

Victorian hr.rs[.,and woulcl be loth to be

percei','ed as unable to support his wife. It
is accepted howerer that the daughters
miglrt u,ork.

Arthur Lc.rrve, the young errancl boy in
the oil shop, has an elder sister of 19 who
is a dressmaker and Ellen Cox next door
at the age of 14 is an apprentice t'lress-

maker. Catherine Rolls of 7 Midlanc'l and
Alice Al1en of 3 Gratton are a little older
ancl go out to work at the Pyramid Light
'Works, a can,-lle factory in Child's Hill
Lane. Several girls are clomestic servants

and laundry maids and rwo young women

31
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in their twenties work as assistants at the
locaI scl.rool.

Reading the statistics
Terms usecl in the Census have very precise

meanings. A boarrler shares the dinner
table with the family w.hereas the loclger
lives separately. The term 'scl-rolar'
clescribes a chilcl over five receiving claily
schooling or regular tuition at home.

The final colurnn which the Censr.rs

taker has to fill in makes uncomfortable
reading today. Any deaf, clumb or blir-rd

occupant has to be noted, alsc'r a lunatic,
described as "a mentaL\ ilL person with periods

of luckhty", an imbecile, "per.sons wln haw

fallen in Later life into a state of chronic
dementia" and idiot, "persons who suffer from

6. The First Families

congeni aL me nt aL def i c i enc1 " .

On a tlifferent note reclolent of
Victorian l-rypocrisy, tlre clescription
'Dressmaker' serves also rs a er:phemism
for prostitute. A clressrnaker is often a

piece workel irt home and will only fincl
enough work cluring tl-rc fashion seasons.
In between, from econornic necessity and
lirck of education, the girl will earn money
selling herself, in a society which avails
itse[f of her services but cannot bri ng itself
to acknowlerlge her existence openly -
thougl.r it rnust be saicl that the clressmaker

cLrm prostiture would be more likely to be
lbund in the slum areirs of the big towns
and cities than in a respectable Railway
Villagel

I\,4idland Terrace photographed in 2001. Modern additions such as TV aerials and gas meter boxes have been processed
out to reproduce as closey as possible the appearance of the cottages when the Railway Vlllaoe was first built.
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A Village History 7. The lnstitute and Hostel

77.'l[)hr,e ][tnrsstilturte ar]ni(d[ ]H[,o,ssL,elL

-ll-n,' MrDI-.{Nr) R\lr\\\\ I'rrilr ru',,
lI pr()n(rrirs c1,,." llrggther at the

northern er-rcl of the Terraces. L)ne (on rhe
present site of Dorchester Court) u'as the
Railway Institute, tl.rc purpc'rsc of which
wils part-erlLrcationll, part-social. This
builclir-rg is shou'n on the Ortlr-rirnce
Survey rnap of 1894. The other, built
rather later (between 1896 an.l 1915),

fronted on the Edgu'lre Roatl, and u,as

the larger of the ru'o. Its original tirnction
was tl-rat of short-stay Hostel tbr
Railwaymen - a role which it conrinued
to play fbr sixry years or more.

The Hostcl
It was in tlre nature of :r footplateman's
job, especially on long-distance rLrns, rhar
a man selrlom slept in his ou,n bed at
night - or even in tl-re same one from
which he got up the previous morning. So

overnight accommo.lation hatl to be
provided by the Company.

The Hostel at Cricklewood was one of
many provitled by the Mldland Railway
offering basic, cheap accommo,.lation,
often ref-erred to as 'The Barracks' in
railway-spenk - an.l l.r' no merns in jesr.

The Barracks also ensured that the men
remained under railu,ay super.r'ision and
hacl eight hours' rest berween turns.

Robert 'W'eatherbr-rrn, District
Locomotive Superintendent fcrr the
Midland Railway at Kentish Town in

The Hoste Duialnq creates a satrsfyng archttectura
punctuatron ntark at the north end of Gratton Tetrace.
Photographed rn 2000.

1885, n'rotc, "Men from rhc prolinccs, Lceds,

Manchescer, Nottingham or other large rouns,
ttorking mto London, u'erc nuturollt op.n to

the hundred.aril.one attracaons o/ rhc great

Metropolis, ont) made rhe mosr oi their
opportunities uhen there ... the result ,,n too
man) rnstdnces being loss o/ resr, or ktft tu
cntiru, ... ,Jt e+en u'orse." The H,lstels cerrainly
kept their krclgers on rhe straighr an.l r-rar-

row if the Notice firr Masborough
Barracks printetl overleaf is anything to go

bvl
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A Village History

Glynn 'lUaite remembers the sleep-

clisturbing noise of Brent Empty 'Wagon

Sidings on one side and Edgware Road on
the other when he stayed at the

Cricklewood Hostel in the early 1960s. By

then, railway working arrangements had

cl-ranged so much that the hostels went

into decline ancl eventuaily were

no longer needed at all. The
Cricklewood Hostel is now occu-

pieJ by rhe Sin(lhi Communiry.

The Railrvay Institute
Originally the Institutes were set

up by the railway to provide more

sober entertainment than the

krcal public house (in Crickle-
wood the'notorious' Crown) and

7. The lnstitute and Hostel

to offer further etlucation to the workforce
thror-rgh self-imprt'rvement cIasses. The
Midlancl greatly encouraged such activities.

The Institute later servetl as ir base for
the local Scouts ancl woulcl also be hired
out for varit'rus occasions. It was demol-
ished in the 1980s to make way for the
Dorchester Court apartment block.

/ ,_,F:il:il: Till|1#,:,tj,l,'il: portions of rhe

ffi'Iitttdi"r*fiil*;g,rf*xu
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A Village History 8. The Stables

E. l[]hr,e Srrarlb,ll,ess

rll-trHOt t;H()r. I vl(T()RL\'s l{Llu\ h.'r:es
I[ were r ncLcssif], ir too| ot cvcr]rlil]'

life. When the Railway canre to Crickle-
woocl in 1868, the firsr cnrs ("l-rorseless

carrirges") r.l'erc still tittccrr lears asiry.

There .*,ere steam \r'ag()ns tiesignerl for
road har,rlage, but these u,ere cumbersor-ne

an.l short-range; s() u'hen the
Cricklewoocl rn a rs l-rall i n g ya rrls u,e re be i ng

developed in the 1870s and 80s, extensive

stables were br-rilt or-r the sitc behincl r,"4-rat

is now the telephone exchirnge.

Railway conrpanies were tig users of
horses. The Miclland was sirid to have one

of the largest stirL.les ir-r tl're country, rheir
sielings antl tracks being laid to give suf-
ficicnt space tirr the horses t() pass

benveen thenr. In rhe early tlays t['re l-rorses

u,oul.l L.e useti tbr sl'nrnting and on tl-re

1896 Ordr-ru.rce Surr,ey nrap horse stalls
cirn be seen next to the railwly track,

l.resu mirl.lt' firr rest periorls.
The l-rorses r,rsed firr pu[ing carrs \\'ere

also srabletl there. Thc coal would be

storerl at the '\7harIt Ir'rou' B & Q and Pet
'Worl.l 

car parkl trncl tiour there clistribut-
erl to krcal houses. Parcels, all marrner of
goo.ls, fresl-r fish for Billir-rgsgate ancl fruir

Abo^v-e. This ne up of horse-drawrr vehcies \^/as tor crty deiveros. The Midancl Balway, and ts successor the
LMSR. v;ere reputeal to irave the argest stud of horses n the c.lun tr!' and unt t the r f na davs remaineci nte;srveI. o'. o' Iro .es
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ancl vegetables frrr Covent Garclen wor.rkl

all be cleliverecl by horses ancl carts fronr
the Midland Railway (later LMS) stables.

Accorcling to Reg Bromley, the stables

were also used later on as a Rest Home frrr
sick ancl tired horses. They would be put
out inro the field at the enrl of Campion
and Neeclham Terruces, to rest, play an.i
munch grirss. The field later became an

unofficial playground and eventuaily a

fully-fledged recreation area with swings, a

roundabout, seesaw ancl climbing frame.

8. The Stables

Mr Widdows bought part of the old
stable buildings in 1952 and set up a

timber business. He convertecl some of
the ol.l stables into workshr>ps ancl br.rilt

well-crafted cloors and windows as well as

supplying tin'rber. He also had a lnrge

tunl,,r.ling hay hchind the existing grrage

at rhe back of Campion where he coulc'l

take I'ris timber clirectly from the train. A
timbcr yard and builder's merchants occlrpy

the site today.

Below;
'Railway Stables and Rest Home for Horses'
Sketch by Reg Bromley.

fj 4rJ 
"",

tlttttvA't t>dfLt'5
f/s*r *ose tolHot$r
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A Village History 9. The Turn of the Century

19. tflhrre llrurrr]nr oJ[ r[]hr,e CelnttulrY

l[) nrlr.r.v H.\D TH]" 13ELLS s1o1r1rsJ 1..,,1-

,lD) i,',s ti,r Qttc. rr Vtcrt,riit'r Dirnt,,n.l

Jtrl.ilee tltrrn tlter ut re ritrgitt! ()tlr ll!:lill
for a ncw, Centurl'; an.l then ug:tiu a yeirr

later, nrLrffle.l antl tlrapecl irr [.Lrck, they

u'ere cor-rsigning tl're g,xr.1 Qtrcen to histctry.

A r-reu' King \r'as ()lr the throuc. Tl-re Boer

Wrr wls at last ovcr. [t u'irs thc errtl of irt-t

era. The nation rvls hol.ling its t reatlr.

Gratton t'rn the marketl
In tl-re Terraces, lrfe cor-rtintre.l rttttch as it
ha.l tlone for 20 years r.l'heu orre sentence

in tlrc MiJlarr.l Rrrilwrl tttintttes,,f
Fel.rurry 1904 heraldecl ir periocl of
upheavrl, the relsorr for wl-rich can only
be r n)rtter of conjectttre. Thc sentence

rea.ls "Thc !/c1 ancl W'orks Conrmittcc

reconrmcrrclcd that tlit/r c liert to Ji.sposing ol

thc .sarnc thc housc.s in Gratton Tlrzrcc bc

rcnovota,) and thc elcctric light instdlLed at tLn

c.strm.rtcJ cctsr oi t2,400."
Wl.r1 u'ould the Mirllanrl Railu'ayu'ar-rt

or perhitl-,s neetl to sell Grartot'r Terracel
Campion Terrace lu.l only [.een cornpletecl

ten )'cirrs e:rrlier ,rtr.l r[-re i05 lroltses ol
Brent Tcrrace ha.l i.een occr.rpie.l ftrr lt

mere five years. Perl-raprs, as witlr St

Pancms, the Company's tlesire to pr()-

ci:riur its rvealth ln.l status l.), br-rilding

such gr,in.1ic,se hor.rses ior its urrrkers ha.l
cx'errirlclen financial pru.lencc.

It is evicler-rt irom the Clon-rn-rittee

Minutcs th:rt, everr [-efbre (lratton u'as

completc.l, it hatl l.ccn clecitlerl thirt any

firture corrrrges u'ouU [.e ver]'t-t'tttch snraller

antl che:rl.er. The m:rit'rtenallce of the
Grattor-r Tcrrace ht,Ltses nlllst hirve L)een

costh. arrrl perhLrps the rents rl-rey cor-rltl

reasorrll.h chirrge their os'n u'orkcrs simply
.liJ rr.,r rr)cet thrrsc rt,srs.

An attempt to upgrade
The .lccisron to ir-rstrrll electriciq' u,as

clearh' un irttempt to upgrarle rl'rc houses

to a ster-rtlrrrd u'hich u'or.rld attmct a more
affluerrr l.urchaser. But it was l risky ven-

tttrc. Elc.tri. in \\il\ I)(,t ill c()tlllll()ll tl\c ill
l9tr4 lrrr.l |:rrtiLul,rrl\ unc(lnrron in rr

mrll an.l u'orking-cllss aren such as

Crickleri'oo.l. [Tu'enq' 1'ears lirtcr in the
nruc[r m,,re aiflucnt area oi (]c>lders

Clrecn, scrrrceh' 8,000 out of 2 5,000
homcs ha.l e[ectriciry]. It w:rs ur.rreliable,

Lun)11:rnic\ :u[.nl\ inI clcctrie iq \\'r rc rct
Llp 1111rl rhen tbltlerl ',r'ith a[lrnrit-rg spee,-l

ilnll regulxrit)-, an.l t trl,lic opiniot-t l-rird 1'er

to L.e convir-rcecl of the slfeq' an.l [,e nefits
of e[ectriciq' con-rpirretl u'itl-r thc gls to
u'l-riclr thcv rvere rccrtst,.rme.l.

Des1.119 tl-ris thc Midlan.l Rrrilu'ar'

movecl al'rearl witl-r unusttal spec.l, or.1er-

ing thc vacating of the first ten houses on
14tl-r April 1904, rn.l eight uceks latcr
recor.lir-rg "Mr. \Xiorlc,,-'-s architecr's /cr.s /or rhc

rcnot a rion ol Gr.1f ton Tcrrace hou.scs u cre ! 1J

per horr.sc." IMr.'Wrrrley's t-ees inclLr.le.l the
provisiolr of pmpcr plumbir-rg :rntl a f.irth,
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where before there was only a single tap
in the kitcl'ren antl an outside toiletl.

Nerv occupants
By October 1905 new occupants have

moved in. Br,rt these are not owncrs, they
are tenants. 'Was the Midlancl Raih,r,ay

Company Lrnable to iincl a purchaser or
hacl it sinrply changetl its mincl about sell-

ing? What is also apparent is that the new
tcnants are not railway workers. Several
are single women ancl tl-re local authority
rates ti)r tl-rese hor:ses have increasecl by a

swingeing 30 percent, pLrtting them
beyoncl the pocket of the majority of rail-
wiry workers.

Eleven more lrouses are vacrterl in
1905 and in Novembcr t['re Way & \7orks
Committee recomnrenrls "that wo of the

cross roals Lcading from Gratton Tenace to the

back lnuscs he closed uru) udlized for butlding
purposes." IT[ris refers to the 'infill' houses
Nos.10ir, 10b, 20a and 20b1. But nothing
is clone: t[-re hor.rses remain empry for
berween two and six years.

Two ycars later, in 1907 lwith the
eleven houses still empty] another ten
houses are vacatecl. Nun-rbers 11 to 13 are

upgraclecl an.l the four infiil houses are

built (all with electricity) wirhin six
months. There are now seventeen empty
houses and six houses r,"'hich l-ravc yet tcr

be vacatecl. Finally hy 1913 a1l thc lrouses

har.e been refurbishe.l ancl are c>ccupied.

But there are now two grades of houses in
Clraton Tcrrace. Numlrers 1 to 20b (nvenry-

9. The Turn of the Century

krur houses) have electriciry ar-rcl higher
rcnts iln(l rrtes. The remrining fwcnry
houses have only the new plumbing br,rt

the rates have not increased ancl are there.
fbre still affirrclable to railwav workers.

Dispersion
Amidst this coniirsion, ()ne rhing is evitlent.
By 1909, otrt of more than 40 families liv.
ing in Gratton Terrace when the
refurbishment began in 1904, only two
hacl returnecl to live in Gratton Terrace,
one of which w'as t[-re l7hitmore family.
(Vhen the census was tirken in 1891 there
were just rrncler 80 railway workers living
there).

Of the occupants in 1904, at lerst l-ralf
l.racl livecl tl.rere for 13 years or more and
scven hacl rnoved in wl-ren the houses were
ncw in 1883. They hacl brotrght up families
ancl livecl anrl workecl with tl-re same

neighbours for all those ycars. A few were
rel'rouseci in tl-re other Terraces here and
in Brent Terrace, an.l the rest were
presumably firund accon'rmodation else-

where.

So it w:rs tl.rat by 1911 the Cricklewood
Railway Ternrces had bccome whrt they
ha',,e been ever since, a rnixtlrre of Railw,ay

workers ancl incomers - professional ancl

non-professional - accepted, even wel.
comed, by thc Railway people but not
c1r-rite of tl-rern. The tightly knit community
which hacl lreen forgetl by the sl'raring of
workplace and home was never to be quite
the same again.
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lL(O,. l[]hrre lDOrlnllttOssl[ iiC SrCrO]nltO

ln) \' T\\TNT\-L1RST CENTURY ST\NI).\RDS ststed oi a qtrick splasl-r ir-r colcl lr'ater at

lU)rn. onginrrl Railrvay Cortagcs u,,ere tl-re kitchen sink. Dora rcmeml.ers creep-

yery basic. But mpst of the cottages ing rlou'nstairs [.areftltlt evcr] nl(rrnillg fur

rerrained surprisingly r-rnchange.l right up a u'asll. There s'ere nc, It,rrhrooms, ntr

to \florld War II - intlee.l in sonte cases indoor lavatories, ancl pi1-,e.1 hot water

well l.eyond - so fionr colltemporary ancl central heating were ttnimaginnble

acc()tlnts \!'e cllll btriltl up a pictlrre of luxuries' A trip to tlre tltrtsicle loo tln tt

what life in thenr u,ns lik.. uinter's r-right u'as rlu ltnforgettaltle exlteri-

encel Batl-rs uere trtken it-t ll tin tub set in

Life in thc 1920s fronr of tl.re livirrg room fire, filled u,it['r

Thc late Dorir Glass trf Nee.lhanr Terrace kettlefirls of hot rirrter front the range.

rememlrers back te the 1920s. Sl-re.lescribes The cottages riere conrrccte,.l to piped

the gr6unrl floor of her c()rtagc ils.r)nsist- to$:n gas frtln-r tlle .lay they w'ere br.rilt ancl

ing ef twg r()()rns - a kitchen-clrr-n-living there s'ere s'all-mottnte.l gas brackets

lrom with a tiny scullery leacling off, and r-tpstairs ,rs r.r'ell as .lourt (son-re of tl-rese

a sitting r()()rrr at the rear (u,hicl-r, she ltuvc uevcr [.ccn .lisc,,nnectetl, rntl
srys, was harclly use.l excepr rr ,Z<iFi+. thel'still .lelir-er grsl). Fittecl ',r'itl-r

Cl-rristn.ras rr.rci firr treats). ?-\ mantles they lrtrrnecl u'itl.r a

"AlL the mttin roonrs und .m greenisl'r-yell.w light, an.l

bctlroonrs had /ircplace.s, " Dorir hissc.l a limle. Oil lamps lncl
recalls,..burrhoselrp.strtirs/rcar-rtlles\\'erCstillinrcgtrIar
warc neq.)er lit, not elcn in I-' Llst^ and, beitlg rrrltrsp.rt-

trinrcr." Sl-rc remenrl.ers l-=;-; 

-ll 

rtlc, u'ere clung t..r ls the

titlsttlntl.rewintlou'plnes,\rul11()StCOl1\'eIlientrvirytlf
ar-rtlsnugglingtrnderwlrat\wIightir-rgoneselftobe.l
shecaI[s..rugqyrnats,,,rvhic1r.wDtlrlu,irstltrctlfsLxc[ri[clren
\\rerc rhrown t,r,er chiltlren as \-1V - three girls rrn.l three b.vs

extrabed-cor,ers'Onlyifstlme-wDt.t.t'stttlt1ntl;l11tlccupietltlne
one was seriorrsly ill was a fire lit -=:=--r 

herlrot,tn, u'hile shc ancl the otl'rer

in l l.edroonr (some sai.l that a ckrse Dora Glass chil.lren slcpt th1s. to ir room - boys

of t-ltr was no price to pay firr such l luxttryl). in one, girls in the other

Even tlownstairs fires were scl.krn-r lit
except at weekends.

Daily ablutions for all the thn.rily con
Home in the l9lLls
Mrs Brrl.irra Barnes (u'l-ro tlie.l in the earlv
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1990s) movecl into Johnston Terrace in
1937. She hacl a great sense of I'rumour (as

dem()nstrated by her clowning pose for
the accompanying sr-rapshor), ancl ir is

interesting to read wl-rat she thought: "lr
was a Louely place here thcn, uery quiet,

uerl countrified. And .something

neu, to me, whn I first went into
tlv kitchen - a good kitchen -
it hotl a great big copper made

out of lxickwork with a wooden

top u'ith a wootlen stick ot the

stde. It had a littLe tiny fire
underneath which you lit to

heat up tlv water. Arul there

u'as o range (you had rc bLack-

Lead tlwt) wirh the most louely

oten for cooking your cakes aru)

Jour D(LstrJ, ant) you'd hate a kettlc or
soup on tlw top of the stoue. You lud
rhe sink on one .side ont) you usetl to hat'e three

big containers: orLe was for blue, one u,as t'or
starch, one wos for rin.sing. And it rcok tlv
u.holc morning to do the u'ashing. Father used

to pusl'L tlrc wosh"ing tlown with this great big
stick. This polc used to stand therc on top, l:rnd

t""lvn it used to boil, fathcr used to push tlrc lid
up antl push it tlown. Mother userl to get up:

he'd take her u cup of tca and then she'd start
the *ushing. It wos from about lam till about
12, antl tlrcn you'd nke the mattirrg up and
put it outside und scrub the tiLes - red antl bl,ue

tiLes on th"e fLoor and coconut m:'tting on the

top.

"\We kept things coL/ in the puntry, it wos

cold in th.ere tt,ith th.e \L,indou, opcn. Anr) of
corlf.sc things u,cre so cheap, maat u(]s so

clvap, you couLtl get an H.bone of beef for fiue
shlllings. Fathcrs mother used to make the

mosr lorreh cokc.s - eorerJthing ra.stcd so nicc.

40
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"We made pickles and. jams and puddings

for Christmas. All Lit by gas it was ond ,tou'd
Light it uith the match, and if you'd break the
mantle lou'd hat'e to get unotlrr one. You

could turn tlrc gas up and tlown. There was no

elecnicity harc then."
The railway con]pany of course

was responsrl.le lor mrinten-
ance irncl woulcl paint the
holrses every two years. As
Mrs Lena Tl-rompson wryiy
commented, "One year thel1

clearly had a l.ot of l.eftouer

bright red paint. It was tike liu-
ing in a firc station until the

next redecoration!"

Childhood Mernories
Barbara Barnes Of those who were born or spent

their childhood in the Terraces dur-
ing the 1920s or lOs, all withour exceprion
speak of the wonrlerfully peaceful, neigh-
bor,rrly atn'rosphere that exisred then ... 'A
lot,e\ pLoce to hat,e yur childhood" ...

"Euerybotll knew etarJbod)" ... "A reaL uillagc
atmosphera"... 'A ck,se knit community" ...

Dora Glass spent her cl.rilcihootl in the
Terraces. She remembers the street games

she and the other childrer-r used to play. A
favourite spot wrs 'The Barrk', (l grassy

slope of grcund which lay at the back of
Campion), where a wooclen stile gave

access to l steeply-rising path. This was a

useful shortcut ft.lr railway staff going tcr

work. For tl-re children it was an irclventure
pIiryground.

'The Bank'was l special tlraw in sLllrrmer

because, as Dora tells us, "The1 usetl to cut
thc grass and it went tnto hoy. We uscLl to l.ay

in this grass, pla.^t Deucl Mcn Arise, youknou,
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oltc got burled untlernettth. And thcn thcrc ttcrs

PC99, +ce uscd to caLl hinr. He rtscc,l to come

b,'t. I remembu one titnc l rtas LrnJerncarh all

rhis ha), und I coukl hcar these /botsreps, .rnd

uLL the others scarfcred, and there I rtas not

daring to breatha, 'cos i uasn't .suppo.secl ro be

uru)erneath, antl ull I cttuld hetu 1{.r.s thcsc big

feet going by. And I rhorrghr, 'il I conrc ott hc'Ll

gct me' - but hc ctcntuall-'- tt'ent o/f. "

Jean Garlan.l has equallv ftrnri tttentories,

"Wc had oilr sd.r.sons /br ganrcs, cotrkers,

skipping ropcs, nrarbles, /rt'e stt,ncs, hop.scr.rrch,

knock docL'n gingcr, .skarcs, bikes, bonlircs, u'oll

to u'alL games; thc ntiltta-,- chrldren ull grett ttp

togcther, u'e ncl'cr hal time rc bc boratl. Thc

railwal cottagcs u crc a hut'en to us. Ar
Christmas timc uc used to go ccrol slnging

around the cott.rllcs rtnd sat'e the nroncl to bry
(lhristmas prcscnt.s t'or our /irnrilics. In the

ttintcr cold nrght.s, u'e'd go into Mrs Randalls

it 23 Needhanr Tlrnrce. She u'as u uontlerfuL

uofilan, d rnotherl-,' t,"-pe, o great cook.

Fantastic su'ect.s, .shc mode. I'd rukc

rny brc,rJ ttnJ sh,' lct nrc torrst tt on

h.er old fashionetl f na t ith a Long

qpe of /ork. Shc hotl an old

fttshioned granroPhone and tte
u.scd to plzrl rcct.,r,l.s. "

Mar-ry l-rare ntctnories of
thc horses anrl stlbles, irs a

cl-ril.l Lena ancl her friencls

u,oulcl play 'i'cry carc/ull1l" irr

rhc field. Dorr too, speaks

affectionately of "the beautiiul
horse.s rhat u'erc sarblcd b-'- tfu Rciltta,'-

Company". As a cl-riLl she ha.i a nrr-
r()\\, escape when she for-rnd herself .lircctly
ir-r tlre path c,f a rut-tlrvay shire horse, :i [rttge

creature that harl somehos' l.roken free

trcm the stable yar.l ln.l u'as galloping rvild
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am()ng the cottagcs. Despite this, she

develope.l rr great lovc firr the irnimals, lrrtl
s()nretimcs *'as irlkntec] to help in tl-re stables.

The Deliverr' \{an
Until Worltl V/ar II travelling tradesrren
of every kincl carre to the Terraces every

u'eek u'ith their goorls iurLl n() .loubt a f,it
oi gossil. ttlo. Thcrc \\'as tlle fisi-rr-r-ronger,

rhc greengrocer, antl o[ coLtrse tl-re milk-
man, u'ho came ru'icc a .lai'(6trr-r-r anrl 12

notrn). "The milk JiJn't come in botrlcs,

thoagh. It tt'cs c large chur: ttnclyou tookyour
jttg ottt," Reg rells us. Tl-ren there u,ere the
ice crelm mirn, the [.rker's nran, the rag-

antl-bone man, the occ:tsiot-tal knifc
grir-rrler irn.l once ii )'errr the onion sellers

trrrnt Britrenl, u irlt lotts :trings t'f ()rti()tts
hanging tiom ir pole.

"... -\unclar elcning, arrti rhere c.1mc thd

mu/f in nran, ccrrring thc nrrr//ins on his hcacl.

)brr had to be sronJing ar rour gate uith
rhc monel in lorrr hand." lTl-ris is

tlrc lrrte I,l:t Sitnlr:,,n, nriting
one of her mlny entertnir-r-

ing, irntl s()nrctinres ffenchnnt,

letrers to Cottlge Jotringsl.
"We hal .so mrrch sdrlicd .lt
the tloor. Thc postmrtn canrc

four trmcs u tlay - 8am, 12

noon, 4pn ancl 8pm, er,cn on

a Satutlar. "

Thc ilorrr nran u'oul.l
bring stoncgror.rn.l ilotrr fronr

Elstree Mi[1 [.ut llu'ays l'ra.l livc
ycast on ir 'We .lnesclay for thc

u-eek's brcl.lniaking. Tl'rcn tl-rere was thc
sirlt lrr-r.l vinegnr mltn. He cilme roulrrl
uilh rr lrr,rse rn.l e,rrt I'rrrrgirrg vrneglrr in
l,,rrr.'ls' rttllt virteg.tr ()r snirit vinrglrr
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depenrling on whether it was for fish and
chips or pickles and sauces. The coarse
salt was in large 7lb [',[ocks. "He u,ouLd cut
off tlv dmount you wanted," says lc'la. "Then
you woul.d takc it indoors to crush and pour
into jom jars. " But as Reg remembers there
was also table sa[t. "He u,ould makc up a
cone of papu und take Jou out a scoop of salt
and weigh that for you. You had tabLe salt for
spetal occasion.s, /or t,isirors; but most
people used the rock sdh .. . it clas less

expensiue."

Then again there was the
cat s ntcrr mnn, though it
was in fact horse meat. Mrs
Barncs remenrL.ers hinr
viviclly: "'Cat's meat! Cat's l

med.t!' He used to haue a skcw.

er for tlrc joints, round pieccs of
horsc/lcsh, and he'd come round.

antl sa1, 'How manl piecas do

)ou wantl' Tl:'e oLtI Ladtes up there,

tlvy u,cre wrt corpuLent, thc-t used to

t;eur sttckcloth uprons, and they'd just
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logs'- blocks made of woocl, tar and some
grit - a mixture which burnt very nicely.
When it rained ancl rhere was floocling
under the bridge, these tar logs woulcl
float to the surfirce and be there for the
picking. The more intrepid local resiclents
woulcl nip down with a sack, ancl the
bricks would encl up on rheir fire and
would spit and crirck and sencl cinclers

flying. Sitting round the fire was i'r

l-righ-risk irctivity ancl fireguarcls
were alwrys at the readyl

There was also tl-re racy (but
unconfirmed) story of pass-

ing trlin crews throwing

1 coal ancl competing to fi[
. uF rhc b[o(,n]crs htnging

on the Campion washing
lines. "Hang out y()rlr

bloomers for free coal!" u,as

the cry.
In fact self-reliance was a neces-

siry, for times were harcl ancl there
was no National Health Service.

1da S mpson

sit dn(l chatter but we aLL srcod out thera when

the trutlesman came, to get c.'urious things. "

Survival
Most people clidn't jr.rst rely on the
cleli"'ery n-ran. Tl-rey grew vegetables, kept
chickens anrl rabbits an.l the Bnrmleys
ever-r kept clucksl Ancl as the roacls were
unarloptecl, fire boxes u,itl-r hosepipes were
fixed to the encl-of-terrace hor.rses, the
assLrmption being that the cottagers were
responsible for putting out their own
fires. ISee sketch opposite./

Cl-rarlie Rontley remembers that the
roacl in the clip r-rnder tl-re railway briclge
in Cricklewood Lane was laicl with 'tar

Babies were almost invariably clelivererl at
I.rome with the help of a n'riclwife.
Hospital c]eliveries were rare.

Boy with a go.cart
Dora Glass spoke with feeling abor-rr the
lack of care for poor people in the 19th
and first [ra1f of the ZOth centuries; in
particll[ar, the rnctlical ancl emergency
services. She sti[ rer.nemberecl the young
boy with a go-cart who was playing one
.hy on 'The Slopes' ()n the opposite sicle

of the Bronclway. "Hrs cart got out of control
and he was run tlown b1 a pas.sing van, which
tlroue on, leouing him unconscious. Someone

pst garlvretl him up, shoued him in on oLd
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hardcart, thrut' a bit of rug orer him anJ

rthecleLl him to the tloctor'-s, uhcre he .iic.l "

Now, with r note ()f l.itterncss, "This tt'cs

England, thr.s tt,as Brirain. Srrpposcd to ba the

nchr:.st countli in thr: t('oTU. Brtt tte, the peopb,

had nothing. A hanr.lcartl A picce oi rug!

Peoptc died. You hatl to be healthr to surt itc. "

Making merr-v

Despite thc l'rarclship, there rvere happl'

tinres too irncl entertainnteltts fbr tl-re

young petrple, botl'r irt the Terraces rrncl

along the Broaclwry.

Mrs Barnes reuremlrers tl-re tin-re tl-rcy

rn:rtle wine. "\Ye hd u lot of lnentls tlvre
anl aLL of u suLlden thcrc rt'as a tcrrible noisc.

Bang it u'ent, all throrrgh the hortse ancl Jottn

th.c back. Wc dtdn't knott u'htrt it ua.s. We

t|crc LL'dLkiig along arrcl tt'hen ttc came bttck

thcrc uas d greot lri.q hoic in rhc ceilingl I

suppose thcrc u,as somcthing in rhe rt rnc tt hich

explotled. It u'o.s all ot'er the housc, all tlrttt'n
thc bcck .sink. i'r'e oftar thought ttbout it tnttl

Ittughetl."

Fire Box at Terrace Ends.
Sketch by Feg Bromley

t t <,,(i'i 3'

:---a

10. The Domestic Scene

There u'ere .llnces an.l events irt the
Rail*'ay Institr-rte an.l later on it u,ls the

l.asc firr the local Scouts u'ho hire.l the

hall out firr u,ecllings, anni','ersaries and
general ccle[.ratiotts. Leul remet'ubers

star-r.ling oLrtsitle u'l-ren thcy l-relcl tap
rlancing lesst>ns. 'Along tlirh a number of

othcr kids u'ho corriti rot oit'orl lcssons i stood

out.srdc anl peered through thc tloor onrl hud

frcc lcssonsl" Charlic antl Gu'cn Routley ancl

nriul) ()tl1er conples ha.l tl'reir u'e.l.ling
rcceptions there.

The Railwaymarr's C1ul. trp the Eclgu,are

Rou.l .li.l u roirring tratle on :r Satur.lal'

night (it's still rl.rerc totlal', jtrst L.ey,,n.l the

l.trs station). There u'ere whist clrives too,

irn.l "'Women's Gtri[tI", anrl Iive rntrsic.

Entertainments
()n tl.re Broirchvaf ir.r rhe late 1890s there

\\'lrs the Mctropolitln Theltre u'hcrc tl-re

grcirt ilct()rs of thc tlay al.pc:rrerl; lrttf as

(lrickleuor.l.1's p()pLtlati()lr gre\\', the

)'()Llnger pe()ple crirved s()ltlcthing n)()re

Ftttt'
)'tT

,E a)t,1

i-t:'Aitie-t F
i'l lt 't *
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A Village History

exciting. With the arrival of silent films, the
theatre was convertecl into ir cinema and
became the very popular Electric Palace.

Saturday rrorning Children's
Matir-rees were a great clraw: r,ery noisy
affairs, with lots of cheering and stamping
of teet. The cinema was known as 'the
flea-pit' or, harclly more politely, 'the bug
hutch' - and, true to its name, the
aftentlants u,oulcl come ror-rncl during the
perfornrance ancl spray the air with
insecticidel The entrance was 3cl (three

old pence, just ovcr 1p), frrr which yor-r

coulcl see a Pearl 'W'hite n-rovie' silent, of
course , but accompanied by a pit pianist.

Behind it was rhe Roller Skating Rink.
The latter was a huge atrraction, anrl
people flockecl in from miles arcund.
Lilian Sargent's bnrtl-rer Bill belonge.l to
the skating club and he ancl his fiiend

10. The Domestic Scene

wor.rld compete with other clr.rbs in the
area wearing their club cokrurs of blue
ar-rcl white.

Next cloor \.\,,as the Cricklewoocl Palnis
where Dora rather daringly learned the
Charleston ar-rd tl-re Foxtrot. But the real
rlraw was "tl-re pictures" and ir-r the 1920s

Cricklewoocl l-rad a second cinema, The
Qtreen's Hall, just nrund the corner rn
Cricklewoocl Lirne Ior.r the Kwik-Save sitc].
"Rrsh," says Charlie. "A fantastic cinema,"

says Jean (larlancl, "My frienLl liLL trnd I u,arc

tn tlv cinemo choir for 2 1ears. V/a competcd

ogoinst 17 otlvr cinemas and one Jear Luc

arme 2nd, ontL tlw next )car cama 3rd. I Loucd

it. " Anothe r popular \/enLlc was the
Hcndon Greyhor-rnrl Racing Stacliunr,
near the present site of Brent Cross
Shopping Ma11.

"Midland Terrace"
Pastel by Malco m Sargent

44



A Village History

Above: Ihe Eectlc Palace Crnenra rkrrrrery,the Metropoitan Tneatrer and. eft of prcture the Crcklevrood Boler
Skating Rlnk. They were on the Broa.iv,'ay cose to the present ste of Ashtons.

Below: Cricklewood Lane seen fronr the lunction witlr Edgware Boad rr the 1920s. The pi lared bulding (centre)

*ii th" ere"n'. Hal Cinema nou; a row.of shops anci oflces. S/.D.HLr s lrght) was a high class rnil iner's and
alrap"ra i6eopentoppedtramnosngitslvaydownCrrckeloodLa're'.','atstfreNo.62frotlrGodersGreen.

10.The Domestic Scene
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tl.il. lflhr(e lB,roarrd[rvvay

W x,ffi T#''J:'^',1il;'i :':f ';
be seen. By the rurn of rhe cenrury the
Terraces of the Railway Village were all
complete and new housing estates on the
west side of the Edgware Road were mush-
rooming - some quite gentrifiecl. In 1904
The Broadway was already so-namecl, and
by the 1920s Cricklewood was well on the
way to being a full-blown metropolitan
suburb, with shops catering for every need
and pocket. Most of them were family-run
and few of the names, if any, remain today.

Carving the butter
On the corner of Cricklewoocl Lane and
Edgware Roacl there u,as a high-class c{rap-
er's and rr.rilliner's called W.D.Hull's.
Later the site was taken over by Burton
men's taik;ring, wirh assembly rooms
abcrve. In the same block, where the
Nat'West Bank now resitles, was a small
Sainsbury's where assistants were to be
seen carving ,,ff butter from a nrt,untain-
ous block and, while the customer u,aited,
beating it irrto shape between pairs of
wooden paddles and then deftly wrapping

Crrckewood Broadway lookng nodh, eariy 1900s, with the Windmlll pubic house (sti lextant) on the eft
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it in greaseprot>f paper.

Next to Sainsbury's \&'ere a small Boots

tlre Chemist an.l a Wottlworths threepence

and sixpence stttre ("nothing ot'er sixpence"

-Z.5pl), both of which clisappeared in the

1980s. On the Post Office side of the

Broadway Crisp & Ho.lgsor.r the br'rilder's

merchant u'as already there (a tiiendly
shop). Tl-ren tl'rere u'as Kean's the fisl-r-

monger, ancl near to that a tiny
haberdashery rr.rn by a rliminr.rrive lacly

called Miss Wirlker.

Cl.rildren's Choice
A great favor.trite rvith the schoolchilclren

was Thylor's Tuck Shop, presicled over by

the eponymous Mrs Taylor, a short
\.\'oman of ,-listinction. On tl-re corner of
Ashford Roarl tl-rere \\'as the Street an,:l

Raymoncl's Dairy, where one could buy i'r

glass of milk, cleliciously cool, sen'ed from

a splendid cl'rina urn that stood on the

counter: a great treat on a hot da1.

The o1.l GPO Sorting Office was

already there (opposite Kara Way, openecl

1904, now an electrical warehouse) A few

doors away there was Booker's Bicycle

Shop, ancl close to that Retters, a

llewsagent. On the oPFosite side, at the

corner of Depot Approach, was

Charrington's the coal merchant - a recl-

brick builcling, typical Midland Railway

architecture.

Top end
Moving to the far end of Tl-re Broadway,

roughly opl.rosite to the 'Winclnill pr'rblic

house, there was Beverley's, an exceeclingl'1'

l'righ-class grocery. Lacly customers werc

aLrtomatically proffered chairs imn.rediately

1 1. The Broadway

upon arrival, an.l u'ould sit in stately com-

fbrt as they .lictated their ortlers (which of
course n'oul.l [.e han.l-.leli'ere.l to the

house, no matter how small). The shop

was also renowne.-l for its beautiful black

cat.

On the opl.rosite si.le of tl.re Broadlr'ay,

in the entrance to Anson Roa.[, stood a

ta1[ and imp11511g landmark' tl're Crickle-

u'ood Ck,ck. Bnilt in 1910 to mark the

c()ronation of King George V, it was a

venerated local feature, with its elaborate

clock thces set at()p a colltmn of intricately

scrolletl metalu't,rk. It was later remove,.l,

and its present rvhereal.outs are unknown.

Landmark {or Travcllers
Another timepiece, the htrge u'hite re','olving

clock br-rilt in 1956 atop the l'readquarters

of Smirh's lnrltrstries (on tlre corner of the

Broadway ar-rcl Temple Roatl), was visible

from afar an.l ser"ed as a lirnclmark for
motorists ant] other rravellers nrriving at

the outskirts of London tioln the north.
Althor,rgh built to u'ithstanrl gusts of 100

mph, a partictrlarly strong gale macle it
unsaf-e in high winds an.l it ha.l to be clis'

mantlecl.
Bet',r'een tl-re Smith's factory and the

raih.r,ay brielge, in the 1920s, was the rather

splendicl shou,room of a Belgian motor car

manufacftr rer, Metallurgitlue, whose rehicles

set out to rival (both as regar.[s qtraliry an.l

price) those of Rolls Ro1ce.

The Crr-run
The Crown public house u'as probably

built in the earlier part of the 18th cenrury

and n'as the first four-n-rile inn north ot

Tyburn (Marble Arch). For.rr-n.rile inns
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were staging posts where tired horses
coulcl rest whilst fresh horses continuecl
the journey. The exact four-mile spot was
a few hundrecl yards r() the north, roughly
ievel with No.4 Gratton Terrace, ancl was
markecl with a milestone (picurc, p,1j).ln
Victorian times the Crown's 'Pleasure
Grounds' attractecl swarms of clay-trippers
from Lonclon. The garclens rlisappearecl
when the hotel was rebuilt. around 1898.

Burlington Parade
The Parade was, of coLrrse, tl-re hancly
shopping cenrre for the Railway Cottagers
of the 20s, as it is today. 'What do we
know about it thenJ

The corner shop (now occr-rpiecl by Mr
Shaikh) seems rhroughout its history to
have been a newsagent/tobacconist/con-
fectioner. The proprietor in the 1920s was
a Mr Restall and, becar-rse of his cut-price
policy (for times were hartl), the shop was
known to all as "Penny Resrall's".

Also in Burlington Parade was a busy
Cobbler's Shop, and close to that the sr.rr-

gery of Dr Neurick, a GP, who tlispensecl
many a pili for ailing railwaymen ancl
their families. No antibiotics or wonder-
drugs thenl

Drama carne to "Penny Restall's" in
the mid-1920s when, during the late after-
noon of bonfire night, 5th November, a

spark somehc'rw found its way into Mr
Restall's stock of fireworks. In seconds the
place was ablaze, engulfed in smoke and
flames. Burlington Parade resounded tcr

the whizz and crack of exploding rockets
and ha'penny bangers.

Fire engines came clanging along the
Broaciway, causing great commotion ancl

4B
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attracting eager crowcls. Tit everyone's
clisappointr-r-rent, or at least to the chagrin
of the goggle-eyed cl'rildren who gatherecl
round for the entertainment, the blaze
was brought under control quite quickly,
ancl no-onc was seen ieaping to safery
frcr-n upper storey windows.

Local Industry
In 1892 George Furness openecl the first
major factory in the area, the Imperial
Dry Plate Company, making photographic
materials.

In 1917 Frederick Hanclley Page
openecl a 20,000 sq.ft. facrory ir-r

Claremont Road to manufactLlre aircraft,
mostly under Governrnent contract. The
Company hacl its own airstrip alongsicle
the factory [The Vale occupies the site of
the runu'ay nowl, which for a while
clairned the clistinction of being Britain's
first and only international airport. Reg
remembers seeing a bomber flying over
with a whole load of training sruclenrs. "lr
got up so high the wings folded up and it went
dow,n. It Landed on rhe sidings. "

In the early 1920s one Frank Smith
lar.rnched Sn'rith's Potato Crisps (with the
blue paper twist of srlt) from premises in
Cricklewoocl, where they conrinued ro be
procluced unril after his death h 1957.

A large Express Dairies bottling plant
next to the station took daily rail c-leliveries

of milk - up to five tankers a day from
Rowsley at one time - until it was
demolished in the late 1990s.

The Rolls Razor facrory on rhe
Eclgware Roacl opposite to Burlington
Parade was built before the First rVorld

\Uar. It switched ro munitions during
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Above. The old Crown lnn with rts Livery & Bait Stabes and Pleasure Grounds. (Bait was an old word for a snack
especrallyforhorses,butasotorpeople). ltwasadesctnated Postlnn or'Four-Mre nf .thecosesttothefrst

',.lostu't- I o- Tl bu. or I o r.,lto orf
Bebw. fhe old Crown was dentolished Ca.1898 to make rv:t;,ior the nesr buldng. stil standrng a century ater The
photograph be ow was taken bcfore the arr !a cf nrctor br,ses. . rlr cr places t in the first dec ad; of the 2oth century
Extrerre r ght of picture rs the regular stall of the flour nran - on.J of the v s ting tradespeople rrentroned rn Chapter 1 O.
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A Village History 11 The Broadway

Above: ftam inspectors on duty n Cricklewood Broadway

Below: An open-top No.16 motor bus at its terminus outside the crown, cricklewood, ca.1914.
From the C.R.Smith collectian
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Worlcl \7lrr ll, rncl enrl-I1r1'gd 1r..r'
Terrace resi.lents.

Srnith's Industries
Withorrt clLlesri()n the l.iugest local
errployer (otl-rer tl-ran tl-re rrril.,r'iry, of
course) u,ls Srlith's Ir-r.lustries. Work
[.egan on the iirst Crickleri'oo.l factorv ir-r

1915 irn,.l in 1916-17 tl're Asseml.l),'

L)cpartment lrr.l Polisl-ring shop5 11's1s

bLrilt. Tl.ren tirlkxvetl tl.re oLrtbuiltlings
,i.ljoining Langtor-r Roa.l tirr use iis the
Crrrpenter shop. flrg nrain IrcxLlLluarters
br-rilcling, u'hich contailreti rhc ofiices, a

warehousc ln.l canteen. lntl u,hich rvas

such a lirntlnnrk on thc E.lg*'rrrc Roltl,
u'rrs br-rilt in 1916.

Public Transport
!71-rer.r the Mitllantl Rail',r'lr' [-.Lrilt its

L)assenger sturi()n c:rl1e.l ChilJ's Hill &
Crickleurr,r.l, the intention (.rccor.lins to
railu'a1' historrrrn Clcoft (loslin) u ls rror,
es one might suplrose, fnlnurih t() trrrns-
port c()mmuter tratfic ir-rto Lontlon, brrt
t() servc as an interchiurge ln.l junctior-r

tirr srrutlilrtrulltl 1r1155g11oq,r triltiie usinll
Crickleuootl Cun'e en nrrrtc tirr Dudclin{r
Hill, Stone[.ri.lge Park ar.r.l Acron Wells.
Thc Con.rpar.ry hacl higl.r ht,lres tirr this

I\ilsscnqcr serviec, l.trr it \\':ls nut lr

commerciiil sllccess ancl finally l-rrrrl to be
u,itl-rc'lrar.r'r-r in I902; u'herclfrcr rhe stiltioll
[.ecame jrrsr lnother sr.r[.ur[.rrn calling
point on tlre nrn from Be.lfirr.l to St
Par-rcras (incvitrbly dulrbed'TI.re Bec]-Par-r

Line').
Meanu,hile, road rr:lnsn()rt \\,ls

.lcvelopir-rg apace. As errrlv as thc 1BBOs

rhere u'as l scherlulerl half-hourlv [.us

1 1. The Broadway

sen'ice l-cr'nvce n Willes.ler-r JLrnction (Tl-re

Jr-rr-rction Horcl) antl Kiltunr Higl.r Roa.l
(Tl-re Lor.l Pnlnrerston), cirllir-rg cn pass.r?rr

at Stor-rebri.lge Prrrk anrl 'Walnr Lrrne. A
tir-netable tirr tlritt sen,ice clittccl 1889 was

firun.l lvir-rg un.ler the floorl.oarrls of l9
Nee.'11-ram, I.resttmaL.h' seeirrg tl-re light .f
.laf ior the tlrsr rir.ne in 100 veiirs. The
r()utc \\'irs l circlritotrs olre , illr(l tl-re journel,

took 4l nrinrrtes, inclu.ling stops. Qqplj
this be inrprovctl upon totlal'l

Witl-r rhc rrrrivrrl of thc 20rl-r centrlr)'
ci'unL'trrurs ilnrl ntot()r [.uses (an.{ ol
c()Lrrse, tl-roLrgh in verl surirll numbers,
privirte r-rrotor cirrs). Tl-re Trantu,uy systellr
rrn.l the Lln.le rgr,runtl Railu,ir\ in Lonclor-r

u'cre .1evel,,1.ing ils .ltrickly ils the Railri'a1

hrrrl l.etirrc thcnr. For thc rirrrking clirss,

rrlveIling [.r- tr,rin rvrrs onIy atfirrJa[.le tirr
l-roli.lrrys or spgcrll .lrtys Lrttt, s() 1r()st ha(l
to live rr'ithirr rvllking .listlnce of u'ork.
Even firr rhc nri.l.l[e-cllsse s, trru'ciling irnv
.listrrnce [.r trrir-r ()n a regulrrr l.rrsis u'ls
erlrcnsir-e. Trems u'ere nrorc rrccessiL.lc,

freclr-rr'nt un.l cherrp. For tlrosc trlvellir-rg

be tirre Tanr the re rvere spccirrl cut-price
'Workrlen's Rctum tickets. The Crickle-
u'oo.l to E.lguirre tram \\'ils in sen'ice l.t,
l9tl4. In 1907 l resiclent ot (lrickleuoocl
coul.l trrrvel [.1 tr:rrr to tl-re L.Intlergroun.l
stirtion at (lolrlers Green an.l tiom there
t() Cl-raring (lross. In other worrls
Crickleri'oo.l u'rrs hecoming'conrrrutable'.

Cricklewood bus terminus
The No.16 r()ute ran, as to.lay, benveen
Victoria antl (lrickleu,'oo.l. In the 1920s
thc lruses still ha.l outsirle strrircases ancl
\\'ere opelt-to|pg.l. The No.l(ts cante
grintling llorrg rhe Brorirlu,al', t[-reir
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radiators invariably boiling and hissing
from the climb r,rp Shoot Up Hill, before
turning into their then terminus, which
was the forecourt of the Crown Hotel.
Once there, the drivers had to get down
fron'r their cabs, fill watering cans u,ith
colcl water, ancl clouse the steam befrrre
they could turn roun,.1 ancl start the
return journey.

Running along the Edgware Roacl

besi.le the Raihvay Cottages was the elemric

tram from Canons Park. Its route passerl

thxxrgh Eclgware, Bun-rt Oak, Colindale
ancl the Bn>aclu,ay before turning right
into Chichele Ro:rcl and thence via
Willesclen Green to the terminus at

1 1. The Broadway

Harlesden.
In April 1911 Hendon District

Council received ir letter from the
London Counry Council enquiring
wl-rether they woulcl favour a tramway
whicl-r hacl been proposed to run fn,m
Marble Arcl-r to Cricklewoocl. On the
same day the Corrncil agreer'l tl-rat main
roarls and certain sicle streets in the area

were to be 'tarpaintetl' (tarmacked).

A tram service along Cricklewood Lane

connected the Broaclway with Golclers
Green. P.J.Kelsey states that tl-re last trirm
on that route, a No.6Z, ran in 1916. It r.r'as

replaced by trolley br,rs route 660.

The massive marshalling yards and engine sheds at Cricklewood were a tempting target for enemy aircraft
through two world wars.
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\\\\ /ouo UAR oNrr, 1914-1918. Ncarly
\W Z;,ooo Mi.lla,..l Rail*'a1 empk4'ees

foLrgl'rt in tl-re Greirt War. 2,811 gave tl'reir
lives. Nineteen of tl-re faller-r u'ere fronr
Cricklewootl clepot, irrclutling at least one
gallrnt solclier fronr the Railway Village:
Pte Leonarcl 'W. Blrton of 4 Neecll.ran.r

Terrace. He u'ns kille.l on 2lst Seprem[.er
1917, agecl 25.

Cricklewood-raiserl James Gravestock,
B8-year-ol.i gran.l-nepheu' to William
Bnrr-rsclall, the Gratton Terrace railu'a1'
mirn menti()r1ecl in Chapter 6, l-ras a cleirr
chilcll-rood reco[ection oi l C]erman irir
raitl. He tells us' "lt uzr.s a Saruri.la'v rn /al'v

12. Two World Wars

1917, antl there tas u peat rouring of engines

ot'erhead. Eterrbocl.,- rrtshed r.rur into rhc strcct,

/or thc sight oi tm acroplane in /lighr u,..s srill
dn cL'ent in those da1s, cspccially a German
r.rnc. Quite suJdenil rhcre rhc_,- ucrc: Gothu air-

cra/i, si,,r of them, circling ot,cr Crickla*ood,
black against rhe sk1." James was only four
ar rhe tinrc, L.ur l-re serverl rrs aircrcu, in
\UorH 'War II, so possibly the flner lero-
naLltical points u'erc aclclecl laterl He says

hc thinks rl.re planes lrad pnrl.abll'alreacly
shed their load, lnrl to the best of l'ris

belief no bombs were tlrr:lppe,,l on
ertcklerr,,,,.l ()n tll:lt ()ccA:i\)lt.

12. lfrqvror \Mrorlrlldl Warrr"s

Wlliam George Worker (Mdland Railway engine dnver and father of Lrlian Sargent) posrnq wrth his crew. The looomo-tve was buill q1 Delby-ln 1889 and won a medal at the Paris Exhrbrton rn tn-e same yej, fnLs pcture was probably
taken shortly after the First Word War as the engine was withdrawn from se,ce rn i92i.
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presented a temptir-rg target. Mercifirlly,
altl-rough there u,ere rnany air ri'Licls

anrl plenq, of near misses, the
Crick lewoocl Cottages escapecl

major clarnage. The railu,ay

lines themselves took u past-

ing more thln once, ls did
Brcrrt Tcrrrtce on rlrc ihr
sicle of tl-re rracks.

Ineen,lirrics tcll in their
rhuusJnJs iln(l r'attscrl scri-

ous fires botl-r near ar-rcl far,

but the Railu'ay Village
seemecl to have a cl'rarrnecl lite

Dug into the front garclens of
eacl-r Terrirce were An.lerson

12. Two World Wars

present<lay alkrtment site ancl Anclersclns

were supplied only on reLluest. There usetl

to be mlny of them, ancl some xre still
rrouncl. A bump rnarks the onc

runcler the lau,r'r in fiont of 19

Mitllanc'I. Gwen Routley's par-

ents clec()rated theirs, as

probably nrrny others did,
making it as cosy as 1-rossible

frrr the fan.rily to slcep in at

night. This went ()n until
tl'rcy were floode.l out by

torrential rain. After tl-rat

they took tl-reir chances ancl

slept in the l-rouse!

As in tl-re firsr r,,'ar, the 1939-45

wirr tc'rok a sacl toll of Railway

Village residents. Charlie antl
Gwen Boutley

unclergroltnd :rir-rairl sl-relters, each with
four [.unk l',ecls. Not every hottse hacl one,

as there were commur-ral shclters on the

Preparing for a night in lhe Anderson shelter, gas
masks at the ready in cardboard boxes.

54

Gvu'en Ror.r tley pirrticularly remenrtrer th e

srclness of Mr rnd Mrs Burbritlge of
Mitllar-rd Terrace whose son, their
y()ungest cl-rilcl, tragically went clown witl.r

the Hootl.

Railways at war
The railways were of course vital to the

wrr eftirrt. Many rail jobs were classifierl

ns 'reserverl occupationsr ancl railwaymen

also enjoyecl special rati()ns of eggs, bacon

and cheese. Another honr.ts was that,
because of the wartime shortage of man-

power, promotion was swift. A 17-year-ctlcl

such irs Harry Mears, who was taken on as

a Cleaner at Cricklewootl Depot in 1940,

could gracluate to Passe.l Firemar-r in less

than tw() years.

In the early years of the war there was

r total blackout u,ith no lights at all in the

sl-reds nr-rd marsl'ra1ling yards. This macle

night work cliffictrlt ancl cventually shat'le.l
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lights were allor.r'ecl. In the ever-rt of an air
raid, :r recl light was the signal for the

Fireman to extir-rguish all hghts ancl not to
tl-rrc'rw fires.

As invasion by Gerrr-ran pirratroopers
was also regarcled as likel1 at that time,
Engine Drivers and Firerl-ren rvere issuecl

with rifles lnJ 2i r,,ttnJs.t smntlrnition,
with orclers not to let their engine fall into
enemy hands or if neecl be to scuttle it.

The Blitz
Dora Glass hacl vivicl memories of the
Blitz: "High explosire bonrb.s /alling on Olile
Road sounded like an e.rprcss train coming

down on you. Anotlvr strck o/ bombs hit o
stdtioutry train in one of the railu,ay sidrngs.

Truck parts *'ere landing on the fn sidc oi the

Broadway, hundrecls of yards o*oyl A tJ.octtl[e

bug blew up at the bottom end of Moro
Road. Shards of glass embetkled then-

scitcs in a uall, Iikc darrs in .r

dartboard. A woman caught in

the bl.ast had bits of ceiling

coming out of her head for
ages. " Then, as an after-

thought ... "She $'as nel'er

tlrc same after that."

Harry Mears speaks of
the night a landmine feli on
Cricklewoocl Broadu,ay.

Lanclmines were among the
largest known bombs - l-rugely

destructive and easily capable of
flattening a row of houses.

12. Two World Wars

spare Crickleu'oocl I Shacles of Scl-r incllerl )

Tl-re Routleys remembered one
particLrlar nigl-rt in tl-re Biitz u,hen the
clocks r,''ere bor-r-r[.et]. "Guen and I uere in
thc Rcgal Cinema at Ch,ld\ HIL A message

u'as flash-ed on the screen, 'Air Raid Sirens

sonnding'. As usrial no-one took any notice.

But this rime rhe fian.Lgen'Leftt insisted, andu'e
aLl h.od ro troo1 out through the blackout to the

underground she kers b,- the Casrle pub. The
u'hole sky uds one mass o/ rcd, *,ith c\ouds of
smoke and /ire. Bombers u'ere oterhcad antl
the grrrrs trcre /iring. Norhrng Ltke it has been

seen since." Tl-re1.cotrlcln't leave tl-re shelter
thnt nigl'rt, so u'hen tl-rey returnerl next
r-nornirrg Gu,en's vcry rvorriecl parents
u'ere u'aiting ior tl-rem on the doorstep.

'Doing their bit'
During the emergency, Sr-r-ritl-r's

Ir-rclustries su,itcl-recl to essential
u lr fr()rltlCti( )ll, C()llvcrfing part

of tl-re heaclquarrers builcling
inI(, iln trltrl-nto.lern repair
shop for instruments.
Alnt,,st \)n tlte tye of g,,ing
into procluction in 1940

the building was clestroyed
by an incencliary oil bomb.
Tlrere was a manned

artillery ackack gun and
searchlight on top of the heacl-

quarters thronghout the war. Its
noise was almost worse than theLilian Sargent

Providentially, this one f:riled tc'r explocle.

When the army came to clefuse it, they
found it had been made in Czecho.
slovakia, and the contents were ... pure
sawdust. (What hero had riskecl torture to

bombs! The local air-raid siren was

perched up there as wel1, and an obsena-
rion posr for fircwatchers.

The Rolls Razor, too, was on a war
footing, proclucing parts for guns, planes,

torpecloes etc.
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A great many Railnay Cottage resiclents
(especially wives and daughters) 'clicl their
bit' in the [oca1 factories during wartime.
Gwen Routley became an Inspector for
the Ministry of Defence, and won an
awarcl for excellence when she inspected
the outpr,rt of Rolls Razor workers - of
whom l-rer husband-to-be Charlie was one!

Doodlebugs and worse
Charlie tells us about the first flying
bomb ('cloodlebug') that he remernbers

12. Two World Wars

passing over the Terraces. Residents
rushed out int() the street to look.
Sudclenly, almost overhead, its engine cut
out. This was the heartstopping signal
that the bomb was abor.rt to fall. Luckily it
exploded harmlessly a long stone's throw
away in Glaclstone Park. The blast, even at
that distance, threw Charlie against his
kitchen rloor.

Towarcls tlre end of the war the fearecl

V2 rockets began. Luckily the war was

over before they got fully under way.

VEDay ('Victory in Europe'Day) 1945: Celebration party at the Railway institute
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U t n:HT, T..." 11,,Y;,: '$,,Y;':,iili
followed closely that of the Midlan.l
Railway Company (latterly LMS - satiri-
cally known as "'Elleva Mess"*). The rwcr

were i nexrrical.ly li nkeJ.
In 1948, at a srroke, that link was bro-

ken. The railways were nationalised.
The effect on the Railu,ay Village n,as,

at first, mininrtl. Jt,h secrrriq rAas n()r a

problem. Most of tl're resiclents u,ho harl
previously u,orked fbr LMS kept tl'reir
pc'rsitions, and the railway continnetl as

boss ancl landlord. But uncler the surface,
things were changing. The new masters,
the British Transport Commission (BTC),

were men of affairs, preoccupied with
business, not noticeably motivaterl to play
chaperon for a local corlmuniry. The
umbilicus had, as it rvere, [.cen snippe,.l.

Mar-ry people countryrr,'ic1e were
clelightecl to see the old LMSR-GWR-SR
LNER monopoly broken Lrp. Others f'elt

nostalgia. 'Whicl-rever 
\r,ay, the trains still

ran, and the unspoken byrvorci was 'busi-
ness as usual'.

BLrt the ckncls u,ere gathcring.

Competition from the roads
A new challenge u'as emerging. Road

13. From Steam to Diesel

hrulage L.etirre the war l'ratl been ir mere
bit-player on rhe transp()rr stage. By the
early 1950s, the roacls hatl begun nibbling
ir\\'il) lt tlre rriluals' nr()ney-sPinning
fieight busincss. Soon they u'ere llevour-
ing great chur-rks.

There u.'ls a seconrl prcblem. In 1952,
in five davs, t['re Great Lonc]on Smog l-rad

killed 4,000 people. Smoke tiom coal was

hel.l to blame. The railu,'irys' single most
profitable iten-r of br"rlk cargo hacl been
turned into r pariah. Ttre 1956 Clean Air
Acr (the first of sevcrrl, each more
stringenr than the last) 1.,ur the finishing
tolrches to u'hat u'as already a cloom
scenirric'r. Coal tonnage fell dramatically.

In consetluence of rll this, by 1954
BTC u'as brrely breaking even. Antl then
in 1955 a union clispute ()\'er pay an.l con-
.litions - it had alrea.ly L.een nrn.rbling
irw,ry firr some months - came to a head.
The stoppage began on 30th May 1955.
Harrlh'a rrain ran rhroughout the [ength
antl l.reac]th of Britain, ancl the contmer-
cial lite of tl'rc natior-r grountl to a l-ralt.

After ir fortnigl-rr of tl.ris the Transport
Commission l-racl lirtle clroice but to seftle.
The Unions lurl won.

Unfortunltely, it u'as a victory u,ith a

sting in its tai[. Taking fright ar the
parirlysing etfect of the srrike, commercial
users of railway freighr accelerared rheir
switch to the roarls. The railu,ays, alreirrly
in the retl, rvere sliding fion-r bacl to w()rse.

tt3-,. )Frrortno Steatlnn tror lDiiessrell

- 
The Cornpany had been amalganratecl on 1 st January

I 923 to form the Lonclon lvltd and and Scottish Ra lv;ai,
Conru ', , uMSa
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A modernisation plan
Later in 1955, desirerate to reverse the

trend, BTC launche.l a Modernisatiot.t
Plan which projected, among other
things, a phasing t,trt,,f steam in favour t,f
diesel ancl electric traction. By 1957 the

nefwork had already acquiretl some 800

diesel or gas turbine engines, and some'

thing uncler 100 electric. But this still left
17,000 steam locomotives in commission,

so thete was a long way to go.

Railwry facilities such as mnrshalling
yards were coming under scrr-rtiny. BTC
figures for 1957 show that motlernisation
was being pressec'l forward. Twenry--seven

new yarcls were opened and 26 r.tnderwent

improvernent; but agirinst tl-ris, j7 were

partially shr,rt down and 158 scrappetl

altogether. Crickle',r'ood was spared firr
the tirne being. But under the BTC
regime t[-re Railway Cottagers could ntr

longer feel under special protcction. Few

of them had ever done any otl-rer job, and

it woulcl have been a rare optimist who
did not see writing on the wall. The ques-

tion was, what dicl that writing sayl

Statistics of declinc
For an ir-rtlustry in tlecline the railway wils

still a n'rammoth enterprise. ln 1957-58 it
was operating over 17,000 route miles and

boastecl 6,000 stations. It carriecl a bil1ior-r

passengers a year and (notwithstanding

losses to road ffansport) nearly a million
tons of freight etcry day, giving tlirect

employment to well over half a million
people (ancl indirectly many tnore).

The Modernisation Plan had not

come Llp to expectations, antl the industry

was still losing money. By 1960 the deficit
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had ph.rnged to !68 million; the following
year it was f87 million. These were stag-

gering sums by any standarcl. In 1960s

terms they were catastrophic. Clearly
something more l-racl to be clone.

"The Beeching Plan"
In Jr-rne 1961 the Government appointecl
Dr Richarcl Beecl-ring, ex of ICI, to set trp

a new Committee chargecl with one sin-r-

ple brrt formidable brief, makc the railuays

PaJ.

It took two yerrs of intensive study for
the Committee to identifu the loss-making

factors and prescribe a so[r-rtion. Both
problem and remecly made sour reirtlirtg.

Tl-re nub of tl-re matter was this. Of the

UK's six or se\en thousancl railway stati()ns,

a bare half were producing 957o of the

revenlle, while the other half were run.
ning irt a massive loss. Ergo, close them.
Not only close the m, but tear up the track

that served them, demolish the britlges,

and sell the land.
Two successive governments, ()ne

Conservative, one Labour, faceci tlre
unpalntable task of decicling whetl-rer, or

to what extent, to implen-rent Beechir-rg's

advice. Political hot potato though rt was,

the Report's fir-rancial conclusions were

inescapable. By the end of the 1960s some

4,000 nriles of route hacl gone, and 2,361

stations had closed forever, leaving mar-ry

cuunrry areas withtrut tritins trr transn()rt

of any kind.
Some experts say that Beeching's clc>

sures went too far; that todny the roatl sys-

tem of our colrntry is so close to gricllock

that the only way forwarcl is to restore the

railways that Beeching tore Lrp. Tb be fair
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to Beeching, thor.rgl-r, he u'as l.riefecl to
soh'e ln immerliate financial cnsis, not t()
pnrvitlc solLttior-rs tirr tl-rirn' 1ears in the
futlrrc. Moreover. his Plarr q'as not all
ncgutivr. Along.r.lu t ltc nr(,{r:lrt)ntc ()t

ckrsures, it also pronrored firr-seeing icleas

for upgrncles to a rrumber of key routcs;
recor-nrnendatiorrs nrtrst of which sllcces-

sive governments oi virrl-ing political
coloration again antl irgain shch'e.l - usu-

ally on the grouncls of experrsc - or c()u-

venier-rtly ignoretl.

13. From Steam to Diesel

f.oose ends

In 1961, tl.rc' British Transporr Commis-
sion u'ls u'ountl up and replacecl by a

l.rantl nerr-execurive L.orly, T[rc British
Ririlrvuvs Boar.l. Mlrketing the n-rucl-r-

re.luce.l s)'sterr :rs 'Britisl-r Rail' u,ith a logcr

',vhich slrrvives to this tiiry, the Boi-rrcl ran
rhe railu'rry's Lrntil 1996, when rhe nerw,ork

u'as privutise tl.

Dr Beecl-ring',r'as clevatecl to the peerage

in 1965, shortly'l.etirre rerurning to ICI as

Dep.1;n Chirin.nrrr. Hc Jiecl in 1985.

Below; I|le Sargent chrldren photographed n the
Johnston gardens Ca.1 960.
Left to right, Andrew, Julie and Malco nr
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.lfHE CRrr'xLEwoor) sHED cl.rseJ to
lL steanr t'n 14th December 1964. Four

A Village History

years 1ater, on 8th August 1968, the entire
nerwork followed suit. There were many

who mourned the passing of steam. For
the layman in particr.r[ar it exercised a

curiously romantic fascination. But, for
those whose daily job it was to rttn the

trains, the change was by no means all bad.

The Second Man
George Hartness is the sole remaining
Terrace resitlent still working on the rail-
way. He moved into Midlancl Terrace in
1961 anc-l is now self-employed, contracted
r() various railway c()rnpanies ()n r free-

lance basis - something which would
have beer-r inconceivable to those first
railway workers.

Talking about the transition to diesel,

he began by recalling the harsh disciplines

of steam, "As a Firemun yu worked with a
shoo,,el. You had rc keep u good head of steam.

With the big Class 8 engrnes on a 300-miLe

run - sd) from CarlisLe to Euston - ^Jou were

basicalLy firing oLL tht time. It was backLtreaking

work. People used to say,'The Royl Scot? Hour

exciting! How you mu$ Loue itl' Not at alL. It
wasn'tLoue. It was tlrc job."

'With 
c'liesel it was different. "You

,.teren't called a Fireman, lou were che 'Second

Man'. It was a bit of a doddle to teLl the truth.

You just sat on Jour backside al,L day. VelL, not

quirc. The diesel Locos had a boiLer for heating
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George Hartness

the passenger couches and making l.rt water,

andyuhad rc keep tlut going. But after years

on steam ... it was dead cusl'ry. And you got the

sdme mofieJ.

"Mind you, the Fireman lud imPortant

responsibilities in the euent of an inctdent.

Like, Let's say tl:r- train came off the raiLs,

bLocking the other track. Tlw Fireman (or

Second Man), his iob was to go on ahead. He

had to get out of the cab and run up the track

with detonators and a red flag, to warn

r.rncoming trains. Saue Lives, you sec. The

Drit,er's dutl was to stay tuith his crain, no

matter whar. If he was injured it made no

difference: the Fireman still had his iob to do

up tlv track. That's wlq che bosses net'er let
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father ond son uork figether. Ii the Driler was

your dad, and he got injurctl, you'd xop und

Look afcer him. That coulcin'r be. Passcnger

safety alu,ays camc first."

The career ladde r
Promotion in tl're olcl steam .lays was verv
slow (except of course .luring the u'ar).

For a proficient steam Driver the
transition to,:liesel was straightforu,arcl.
Electric \r'as evcn easier. On either, the
u,ork was also rnore congenial, i'rn.l fhr
cleaner, for the footplate crev!'were able tc'r

v!,ear smart r-rnifirrms, not overalls. Sonre

of the internre.liate jobs u'ere gra.lually
phaserl out, an.l progress up the cnreer
ladcler tencle.l to speecl up rcct,r.lingl). By

the 1970s it u,as possible firr :r man still in
his 20s to pass out as a Driver, though r-rat-

urally Tbp Link work uor-rl,.l take longer.
"Links" clefinetl a crcu"s status. each

crew being composed of six, eight ()r cven
m()rc pers()nncl ,,f vlrf ing srniority.
There were five levels of Link, ranging
from the No.5 "Botton'r Link" tkring
shLrnting, freigl-rt an,.1 o.l.l jol.s like ferry.
ing engines; in the mirltlle came "No.J
Link", ,.loing nrixed fieight an.i short-haul
passenger journeys; irt the peak came the
No.l "Top Link" crews, rloing prestige
m:rinline passenger u,ork, high-speed
expresses, and earning special increments
sucl'r as mileage allou'ancc and lo.lgirrg
privileges. A Tirp Link clriver coukl earn
very g()()(l m()ncy inJee.l.

Pros and cons
(Jr-r tl're re[ative rnerits oi .]ieseI and
electric, George commented: "Diesel can
run unyu'here, thar's uherc it scores. Electric js
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gootl, but "1ou" hrn'e to lun'e pou,ered trucks or

overheuds, either of u,hich is cxpensioe unt) may

takc monrls ro install."
C)pinions mry vary! but the c()nscnslls,

at least as thr as .1ay-tr>tlay operation is

concernecl, scems to bc that electric is

cheaper an.l clenner, antl therefore prol.ribly
hrs the eclge. The ne*' 92 Class electric
krcornotives rrc even stealing a march cln

.liesel as a nrotive pou'er for freigl'rt. In
2001 the nrti()nal 25,000-r'olt nerwork is

still non-here neirr complete. So the .lays of
tlicsel are far tionr over, ancl 66 Class cliesels

arc sti[[ l.eing importe.] tion.r Cana.la.

On the market
Beeching's rati()nalisari()r'r of t[-re railways
*'as pglhnp. slorver to aftcct Cricklervood
than elseu'here, I.ut even l'rere rhe phasing

out of steanr was inevitably irccompaniecl
l.f ir scaling-.lou'n of engine shecl person-
nel an.i n.rarshalling lrrrls. By tl-re nriclclle

1960s there \\'ere n() Ionger enor.rgh
railu'aymen to fill tl-re trraces, antl even

[.efirre tl-rirr n-rirn_v staff u'ere earning
enottgh to choose their orvn accor-rrnroda-

tior-r elseu'herc.

Accorclingly, in 1967 British Rail sold
the entire Railu'ay Village (192 properties
ir-r all) t() u comr-nercial cleveloper,
Brurlfirrcl Property Trtrst, whicl.r special-
isetl in brrvir-rg estates of u'orkers' housing
u,l.rolesale antl selling rerai[. IThcy had
enrlier accpire.l Sir Tittrs Salt's large and
celel.rated Saltaire Vilhge in thc textile
tou,n of Sl-riple1, Yorksl-rirc. More recenrll,
in another .leal u,irh British Rail, the
c()rnpany harl pr.rrchased tl-re railway estate
in Willesdenl.

Although Gratton Terrace harl l.een

6t
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modernised between 1904 ancl 1913,

some u,ith electric light an.l all with inside
bathmoms ancl pltrmbing, electric light
had not been installed in the rest of the
cottages Llntil much later. At the time of
the sale of the estate, these smaller cot-

tages were still witl-rout bathrooms lncl
indoor toilets. Tl-re tenants were off-ered a

choice of continlling to rellt or to buy
their l-truses an.l, whichever they chose,

Bradfrrrcl Properry Trust ga",e occr.lprrlts

tlre further choice of
havir-rg a bathrootn
instirl[etl either as an

extension to the back

of the htxrse or in the
smallesr of rhe three
Llpper r()oms. Antl scr

in the late 1960s ar-rcl

early 70s some of the

cottages were for the

first tirne architec-
rurally irltere,,l. The
extensior-rs replaced
the origir.ral three out-
houses, and the [',ack

t'loor rvas n-tovecl from
the micldle of the rcar of rl-re house to the

side of the nev"' extension.
Another architectural change cat'ue in

1969 when rcsi.lents were given the

opportr.rniry eitl-rer to hrve communal
lawns walled at either errcl and planted

with cherry trees or retain tlreir inc]ivitlr-ra[

garder-rs at the frorrt of the cottages. The
resiclents of Micllancl atttl Jol'rrtston
Terraces chose the lawns u'hile Car-upion

Terrace votecl for their owt't garclens.

The last few yerrs of rhe Sixties were

clearly r period of great ttpheaval ir-r the
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Cottages. The addition of indoor plumb-
ing was greatly welcomed, as '"\,as the
Clean Air Act. Tenanrs of that time ancl

cnrlier renember the constant srnell of
snroke wl-ricl-r gradually disappeared witlr
the restrictions on coal flres ancl the con-

tinuing replacement of steam by diesel

and electric trains.
But therc must hirve been both a sense

of freedom from the total c,rntrol of a

Railway Cornpany balanced by a sense of
Ioss as houses gradual-

ly filled up with ner.,u'

occLlpants who hacl

no connection with
tl-re Railway. Gratton
Terrace ha.l become

accustornecl to incom-
ers since the renova-

tions sixry years previ-
ous[y, Lrut until i967
thc otl-rer Terraces

I-racl remairrc.l almost
solidiy the presen,e of
Railway workers.
M:rr-ry resiclents may

hl.'e fearerl the tottrl
krss of the communiry they ha,.l knowrr;
for, withotrt the cohesive force of a sharetl

occLrpation, woulcl r[-ris neu' .lisparatc

communiry retain any of its vllr-red close-

ncss, if incleecl it sr,rrvived at alll
As is so often tl-re case, it wrs a threat

from outsicle which was to galvanise the

rt'si.lents lrr.l lelJ to the fcrrtttlttion ol :t

resirlents' :rssociation u,hich l-ras now Lreet-t

active for 30 years, mannecl l'ry volttnteers

frorr-r am()ngst 'Rnilway' irntl 'Non-
Ririlway' res icients alike.
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Terrace. Befbre the rvar thc vlcant
site I'racl been allotn-rents [.trt
since then l-rac1 become tl're

local rubbisl-r tip: "]brr coull
gct yourself u three.prece vutc
up there," Charlie Routley
recalls.

H ilcla Thompson,
whose house overkroke.l
tl-re site, got together rl'ith
rrciglr[,t,trrs P.rt Chappirr.
Vera Tyls, Margaret Westfiel.l
anrl Par-n Leonard to cliscuss

whnt cou[.] be done and tl-re tleci-
s ion was macle t() fo rm il
Resirler-rts' Communiq' Association tcr

fight tl-re proposerl clevekrpment. IKnou,n
as the RCA, the group, nrirtle u1.r olu'iiling
resirients, is still tl-rriving in rhis seconcl

Ycilr ()f thc 2lst centtlrll.
Within monrhs t['re neu,ly-ileclgetl

Association had rwo major achievements
luncler its belt. It hatl sroppetJ the unu,anr-
cd btrilcling programme in its tracks and
hl.l then persuatle,,l Barnet that the
rlcrelict site shouid l.e cleare.l (u'itl-r the
Borough's help) and t e resrore.l perma-
ncntly to its fbrmer statc as allorr-r-rents fbr
thc cottagers.

I5;. lfJhre IRCT\

II N THL ERRLI lQTtr: x liliu]r)ir){ .rpplica-
lI ti,,lt wits pttt licti'rc Blrrnct (',,tttre il lor
the builcling of a block oi ilrrs r:rn a stripr

of wrste grouncl behin.l Nee.lhan-r

Voice of the people
The storv of the allotments is frrr an()ther
chaptcr; [.ut, rrs rr.gards the RCA, rhis
achicvenrent s'ls r>nlv the tirst of nran1,.

Fronr the l.eginning, the RCA not
only firLrgl'rt agtrinst the encroirch-

lurcnt Lry husinesses on its
[.ounclaries but also organisetl
regullr commnniry* events,

rimes u'hen resitlents conie
together to enjol thcntselves
an.l celel.rate the sun'ival of
thc Raihvay Terraces ns n

c()lttitluing entir\'.
The RCA organisetl irs first

()f nt:ll)) ciln1p1Un1n' evcttts irt
1977, a grrncl party to celel.rlte

Hilda Thompson tl're Qrreen's Jubilee. Since thcr-r

therc have l.een annnal Christnras
partics, clrol singir-rg, coach trips ()ut, l)()n-
fires or-r Gr"rv Filu'kes'nigl-rt, sLlmnrer
flr'ru'er sht,s's, tels, knees-ups, sumnrer
tite.. an.l H:rll,,sc'eu nirtics.

Thc Association has also lreen proirctive
in trf ing to intPnrve its environmenr. In
the lare 1970s the RCA triec] ro persrratlc
Barnet Corrncil to help it refurbish rl-rc

now clilapi.lrtetl Railu'av I nsrirure .

Unfirrtunately events consLrireti rgainst
the accorlplishr-nenr of this plan, [.trt a

t3,000 srrnr receivecl along tl-re ri'rrr.

turne.l ()ut t() [re very usetul.
Anotl-rer ntajor concern ar rhat rir-r-rc

\,"'as the statc ()f tl.re children's plal'grountl,

6)
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whiclr contained outmoded and subse-

quently outlawed equipment, including a

'witch's hat' (a swinging roundabout with
bench seats), ancl a slicle and helter-skelter
set ()n unforgiving tarmac. Persistent
lobbying by the RCA prevailetl and a

refurbished playgrouncl with substantial
fencing, a football cun tennis area, ancl

some new eqrripment ,,n sofr surfacing
was provided by Barnet Council.

Resident-unfriendly businesses

Other prominent environmental concerns

were the siting and operating of resident-
unfrier.rdly businesses. One of tlre most
pressing of these was a haulage contractor's
yarcl very close to Campion ancl Needham
Terraces. It was a noisy, dusry, smelly
neighl.orrr. AnJ when ()n one ()ccasi()n

noxious chernicals lenked thror.rgh the
fence and fouled one of the allotment
sites, prompt action forced the removal of
the contaminated soil and replacement
with fresh earth (althor.rgh a ful[ lorry loacl

of soil was left at the gates of the allot-
ments ancl hacl to be wheelbarrowed in by

the allotment holdersl)
On many occasions the business oper-

ated or,rtside legal hor-rrs, well into the

small hours of the morning. Once agair-r

the committee lettered and lobbied,

15. The RCA

pushed and pursued until the business
was at last rekrcated to a purpose-Lruilt site
acr()ss the rrilway linc, away fr()m flny
residential area.

In the 1990s there was a planning
application to build a cement-barching
plant, (an installation which would have

polluted the air with cement dust and gen-

eratecl unacceptable levels of noise and
traffic) within fifry yards of houses at the
North encl of tl're Railway Village.
Vigorous opposition from the RCA con-

tributed to the plan being abancloned.

Most recently, a battle with British
Nuclear Fuels over the parking of nuclear
waste overnigl-rt in Cricklewood sidings at

the rear of the Railway Cottages achievecl

natirrnaI press anJ tc[evision coverage.

The case was bitterly fought, and the
RCAs part in the successful outcome was

significant.

Careful husbandry
One of the most satisliing events of the

past clecacle was the declaration of the
Cottages as an official Cr:rnservation Area.

We would like to think that this may be in
some measure a response to the climate of
careful ancl responsible husbandry cultiva-
tecl by the inhabitants of this Railway
Village over more than a centnry.

lllustratians opposite :

Iop.' Queen s Jubilee decorations in the Terraces,
1977

Belaw: Egg and Spoon Race - one of the many
events which helped to make the Jubilee celebrations
so memorab e
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)\ I- oNE .ltvE, there were mrny more

l\rrlhrtments for the railwny workers,

A Village History

not jrrst in the Terraces but in the fielcls

on either sicle of the Edgware Road. They
were particularly valuecl through the harcl

times of the 1920s ancl 30s as well as in

wartime ('Dig for Victoryl'), before going

into terminal tlecline (at least as regarcls

the Neeclham Terrace site) shortly after

Worlcl \War ll.
The restoration of the allotments,

fought for so fiercely by Hilcla and the

Mike & Anna Fau kner take a keen nterest as work
boqrns on clearinq lhe lulure dllolment sile. Mrke was
closely 'nvolved 

in lhe qCA t,om rts earliPsl days

16. The Allotments

RCA, brought to life again not only a

venue where green-fingered coftirgers coulcl

once again gr()w their own vegetables, but
also a gathering place for residents ot-t

warm, summer clays.

Day-to-day Running
When in the 1970s Barnet assented to tl-re
reinstatement of the Needham allotmellts,
one of their conditions was that the enter-

prise shoulcl be properly condttctecl; more

specifically, that a Secretary sl-roulcl be

appointed to take charge of aclministration
an.l .1ay-to-clay running.

It came as no surprise to anyone w'hen

the name of Charlie Routley came to the
fore. Recently retire(l from his job as a

toolmaker, he was fit, capable, and a gar-

dening buff. But woukl he welcome the
responsibilityl Lena Thon-rpson - a

founcler member of tlre RCA anc] an old
friencl - approachecl Charlie about it. He
responcled with an immediate ancl

empl-ratic yes. ("Thank God!" said Gwen,
when she heard. Charlie anc'l Gwen are

the most clevoted of couples, but the

thought of having Charlie uncler her feet

24 l-rours a clay hacl been somewhat on
Gwen's mindl)

Twelve plots
There were many applicants and only
twelve plots. A ballot was duly held but by

an ironic twist, Chlrlic was n()t I winner.
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Tl-re Alloturcnt Secrernrv ha.l no pkrr of
his or.r''nl Thc prol.le nr u,as solvc.l by qpical
Riri[w'11' Cotrages ncigl-rl.orrrltness: olte of
the u,ir-rners, Art Wisen-ran, st()oLl dou,n tc)

allou Charlic :r u'orking [.ase.

Those clrly days invoh'etl :r grear tleal
of hartl work, convertirrg a nrlr[rrsl-r tlrrnrp
ir-rto prorlrrctir,e allotme nts- [t u'irs vcrl'
n-ruch a conrrnunirl effrrrt. Jini Whapshott,

16. The Allotments

Peter Tl-rt,n'rpson (Len.r's son), Charlie
l-rinrselt ar.r.l thc orher ninc plotholtlers
grlrlrralh hrrLr[e.l tl're ol.i [.c.lsteatls ln.l
rLlsr), biclclc rvl-recls our of thc grountl anrl
estl[.lisl-rc.l goo(1, terrilc soil. Allotntent
l-rol.le rs lritl pavurg bcru'een irnrl urounci
the elloturcnrs. An.l since thiit tir.nc, so
[-righh 1.p1;ci] irr.: rhe xllotntenrs itnt()ngsr
the resiclcnts tl'rrrr t[-rerc hru'c rr[u'ar.s [,een

Charlie Boutley (nght ol groupl wtth Marlene Ward e and Tony So.rto I f ront of the sunrrrer houSe of Needhanr
Allotments shofily after winning the Barnet Trophy n ]991. Pholograph coudesy af The Hendon Titnes
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more woulcl-be plot holclers than plots.

In 1990 a cl-raritable trust granted

fr,rncls for a summerhottse to be provided

fcrr the use ancl pleasure of the olcler
resiclents. In fine weather, they were in the
habit of congregating on benches by the
gates; now, thanks to the summerhouse,
they have somewhere warm to meet, what-

ever the weather.

Another acquisition was the Tracling

Hut. The building houses not only plot
holclers'garclening tools ancl the ocld sack of
compost but also gas heaters ancl lamps which

supply warmth ancl light when necessary.

The hut is rented by the Council once

every two years or so as I Polling Station.

Eviclently there is competition among the

'polling officers' to come to the Terraces

station, as Gwen Ror.rtley and others

would provide them with a cookecl h,rnch

ancl Charlie woulcl supply the clrinks. If
yoLl were a late r''oter the atmosphere

could be very jollyl
(There is a story that one year Dave

Ball of Needham Terrace, who workecl at

London Zoo, provided a parrot to place

votes in the ballot box - a charrning tale,

even if apocryphall)
Competitions have llso been helcl in

the summer, botl'r for the produce grown

in the allotrnents and for the garclens ancl

winclou, boxes in the Terraces. Everyoue

wins a prize ancl after the jutlging, the

vu'ine flcr'*'s freely in celebration. Surplr'rs

procluce is sold on a stirll at the summer

fete to earn funtls for the RCA or simply

given to friends ancl neighbours. Plot

holclers also host tea parties for older resi-

16. The Allotments

Once every two years or so the 'Tradrng Hut' is pressed
into service as the Terraces' polllng station,

dents, much looked forwarcl to.
By the early 1990s, thanks to the hard

work of all the plot holclers, the allot'
ments were actr,rally carrying off prizes. In
1991, the allotments were entered for the

Best Site competition run by The Barnet

Federation of Allotrnents and Horti-
cultr.rral Societies, to which they were

affiliated. Not only clicl the allotments win
the Trophy for their area but also the

Trophy for the Best Site in the whole of
Barnet. The allotments were also featured

in a BBC television programrne. Not bacl

fcrr a former rubbisl-r dump.
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1/\r-cE UPON .\ t tttE tl-rere \r'as an cover designs, crcared [.y ralented members
\\-,1/ancient ,rn.l temperamental of the Terrace communiq''. Articles, letters,
Gestetner machine. f)onatecl to the RCA, stories, obituaries, recips5, book reviews,
tlre old warhorse servetl the Communiq- 1-rtrzzles and anectlotes rrre contributetl by
wel[, producing greirt Llurrntities of neu's- resir]ents.
letters and flyers, an.l keeping the resi-

cler-rts in regular touch with Terrace All Fools' Dav
goings-on. lt clu,elt nr()st[y in the sl-recl Plrticr.rlarll' appreciatetl is t[-re perennial
behind No.4 Johnston, tl-rough fiorn time appearance oi the April Foo[s' Day l.roax.
t() time it migratetl to a u'illing committee Ingeniousll' conceivetl an.l t rilliantly exe-

nrember; for it u'as a cantankerous beast cr.lteLl (man)' of then'r by one of our more
aucJ a messy one, provirlirrg ample Lrusiness prolific hoaxers, Peter Elmore), these have
ftrr local dry-cleaners. successfr,rlly gullerl many a reader, at lelst

It eventr.rally foun.l a permanent horre firr a u'hile. The illustrrtion overleaf pnr-
with Sid Fryer, 

"r'ho 
somehorv kept the vitles nn apt example.

nrachine going firr rrn()ther feu. years, Over the years, rs u,e har,e seen, rhe
cloing all the printing for the communirl' Associltion has su'ung into acrion agirinsr
(Sicl was a railu'a1'man through antl a u'hole range of encrolchments by eut-
through, well liked ancl a goo.l neighbour). sicle commercial interests. The -/orrings has

By the micl-1990s the personal com- mericuloLrsly loggerl progress on rhesc
pr,rter and desktop publisl'ring made ir issues together rvith plenq' of good cheer
cl.rarterly magazine possilrle, economic to i'rnli fin.
l.r.r.luce and not rcstricterl to text on[1'.

Tl-re Cortage Jotring.s u'as [.orn and l-ras

provided n-ruch lively rea.lir-rg ercr since.
In mid-1995, an eclitorial team was

forrneci to take over resl-ror-rsibiliry for the
-/otrings, which until tl.rerr hacl thllen

Jt7l. Cor r[r[ar ge J[o,tr[ iltnr,gss

Jotrlngs, wnlcn tlntll IllCll l)llrl Iiilleh ?
()r) ()nly a tew uillirrg .h,,ul.lers. lf ..t"
A neu'rrnJ less ctrstly A5 ti,rnrrrr d4;frr?p
wrs introJuce.l in rhc : ',";F-'r-Y --t,w.s introJ.ce.l ,,r 

""',i.,. 7gr;p!.i&*
Hrrllt,we'en isstte ot 1995, irn.l h"s "q.i&M* r 1 , .-,..

l,rstc.l t,, rhis Jay. 
t 

.@
Every quarter fearr.rres differenr
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ilEWS

Beprroilucetlbelow is an extract from a lea,il story in
TTrn ILLUSTEATED LONDON NEWS of September 1894

bmught to our affientionby nft Joseph Kerr
fmm the Ba,rrret Eistorical Society

(Sl U,LUlT[,tIra

LONDOiT

NEW HC}ItS PLAH:{ED
Oirroy at Asao!ac.sa;l

l,f'lLc Loadoo lJrrd of Child'r
I H,., ... Thurrlry I trL

$cpteolcr 3r'c rpprorrl tc tlc
prennrd :06rtrrr(lioE af
faurtcer o!r t?t?r(ad cottr(cr
bt Ihe l{idlrnd flrilrrr
Corprny tr tL? t?nrlit ol itr
eaployro (rrr rrpi. Orl Ert
qrcrti:n thc logit of prlitirirnr
rurh rr Lard lrndolpb
Cburctill rnd indrrc Dirrrrli
h,:1.f , d rr;rrting rith rucb
roc,rl rnd tccnoolc irprort'
Eeota, Th rnrrrr lltr in itr
h'1y,01 :rl trctl,ou na'

Tbc ritt ol thc ntr horerr ,.nol

dur fr r t.lplrtion until thr
i?rt ..otur I ir liarpior A:ldl

in C.icllrrroJ No.th loadar
-lr ritr ir rle lrrt r.".irto'3
Norlrr lrl{rerl ic llc dietrirt
rrd il reIrrr td ls in thr
Dourrdr; llrl ,r.r
illurtrrtil:) bI itr origiorl
r.!r Clrf Jc llorr rlith
ocrrr'Frot Soldicrr Crop'.
Tli. *rr r rroi ptrolacnt
brrrtL'lirld rhirh lourtd tht
b rttrl lioo of rco:i:clr prrtcd
brr dc thc nld roarn rcrd.
rtntr;ic tlra, lrrd,o3 irto rlr
crplrrl' rllrt ir rc Ltrr[ u
rbr Ed;rrtrr R,orri.

TLr drttrrtorr ol the pro;orrl
rlro ia<lrdr .!riDrnt
hirtorrrnr rnd rrchrrologrrtr.
Lttl lc Prrtt, u il ru rrl td
rrtil tIr rre.rt Hrp.l.otic
rtr lu ;hldcl tttry lur r rrt
only al grrrt ornctery rrlr:
Lrt rlro rrlrrtirrd rrd rcc rl '
Tbc rrrfrce hrr hrrdlt brcn
dirlnr).d r!d tlrrt rr. rrtll
rutold ricrrr rad, lbc rrrbrrol'
c;irlr brl.rr, rur grrrcr, .l:
rfterrrth ol rrvrrr lrttlcr in
thr rrgion. Thtrr rrc todrT
ririblr rignr of lhr ltlorcrn
o{cutrtior, tlr riltor rnd Iolh
trrrr pleo:ed lo orhr Lovr,
rrrerr rnd cthrr rrrpcnr.

Prrrrrru ir nnnrlirf io httt
llr plro rrrcrllrd or acurd lo

r lcrr rrlublr lorrtion.

?-{8lff.,$

Cottage Jattings, April '1 994. News of archaeologica treasure in 'Campion Fields' at the rear of Campion Terrace stirred
hoped oi more to come amonq local h story enthusiasts. Alas, disappo ntment was to follow. lt was just one of Coltage
Jotlings oillliant Ap'il - st hoales.
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lrE. )Blefro,rnrd r[]hr,e Mt iillll,ernunt ihunnnr

\\\\ f HF-\ rHE e()TT-\(,Ls uere iirrr l.uilt
\W ,n. infltrcrrcc ,t thc rrtilwrl ,uvrts

a ll-1-rg 11'15 11'g. The Conrpanl' u ndoulrtcrl l)
sought to c()ntr()l its enrplo),ccs' livcs (ancl

to s()me exte nt the ir nrirrrls) irr s'irys thirt
u,or,ril be thought ir-rtolenil.le to.la],.

Wl-rether the grrrkers of the .lrrr- i.t,ri'ed

willingly to this regime, or u,l.retl.rer thel'
salv it rrs a tirrm of nTirnn)', is hlrtl to s:r1.

The firct rernains thrt, evcr-r befirre the first
tountlations \\'crc Iritl, thc Rlilrvll-
Comprny made .lecisions aifecring their
Ii'u'es arrd the environmcnt in u'l-rich rl'rer'

were to live.

Sense of cornrnunitv
Archirecturally the M iclhnrl Rai lu,ai' created

a brick-br-riIr village ri'hose vcrv lrrlout
encouraged that nrost elusive of clualiries,

a sense of cornmuniq. TI're .1er-rsiq- oi rhe

lrousing, the narrrxv lanes akrng the [.ack
of eacl-r Terrrtce, *'ith gartlcns lnt] no ro:rcl

at thc fionr, createLl long opert views. Lttw
bor-urtlary fences over u'hicl-r neigl-rlror-rrs

cl'rattecl fosterecl ir-rtir-nacy an.l the corn-
munll occupirtion irlso contril.utecl to the
Cretfi()n tlt it Cl,rrc-knit r'on1111111iq.

But witl.r the sirle of tl.re estate in 1967

and tl-re subssq11g111 influx of house-
holclers who sharerl neither a conncction
to the ririlwllls n()r:l C()n)r)ton oCCUfiiti()n,
the communiry wls fragmenrecl. Tl-rere
werc externnl changes too. The Terruces
l.ec,urrc srrrr,,rtnJe.l hi Itrtsiness frenrises

ri'hicl'r are noisl nnd unsightll'. Concrete
an.l tarm:rc repllcs.{ rhe trees of thc
Crr.rrche.l \7oo.l.

A viflagc grcen
However, the corrrnrtrnll lau,ns createrl ilt
l9(r9 L.eni'eer.r Mirllirn.l i'urrl Johnstorl
Terrrrces rlirl crcilte a ncu, fircll poir-rt, ir-r

eftect an exten.le.l village green, irnrl
altl-rotrgl-r the roltls I.ccame public, the
c()ntinuecl liL.se nce of rr tl-rrorrgh roa.l has

l-relpc.l t() preserve both the privircy anrl
satcn of the Terrices.

Developn.rent u,ithin rlre Village irself
has ncrer occurrecl - it firr no other rcason

rl-rar-r Iack oi spacc. Tl-rc only atl.litiorr vr.,:rs

in 1999 u'hen a smrll nerv house r,"'as

nelth trrckcd inr() a c()nter ut tlre north
enrl of Nectlhanr Ternce (No.l9).

But it u'rrs :rl.ove all rhe firrmirtior-t of
the Resirlcnts' (lontntuniq' Associirtion
u'hich brotrgl-rt existing residerrts anrl nen'
C( rrrl( rs 11'grther. fi,rHirr{ ll nc'* L()ntnIrIniry.
Thcre are irt least a hr-rntirc.l tlifferer-rr
protessior-rs represente(l ant()l1g torlay's
cottagers an.l at the last cor-rut therc w,ere

or.er 40 .litterent nationaIities.
The cortrrnuniry* may not lre as ckrse as

once it q'irs, but that rnucl-r-cl-rerishecl

frien.lliness renrlins an.l t['rcre is l[u.a]'s
sonle()ne happy to len.l ir [-rel1.ir-rg l'uncl.

Conservation Area
What then does rhis rl.rircl millenr.riunr
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holtl for today's residents? The 1998

cleclaration by Barnet Council of the
Cottages as an official Conservation Area

- the resr.rlt of much lobbying by resiclents

- has acknowle.'lged the historical impor-
tance of the Cricklewood Railway
Terraces. This first year has brought plans

for another regeneration of Cricklewood,
possibly with its first skyscraper, ancl more
upheaval for the residents of the Railway

Cottages. As a1u,ays, some of the proposecl

changes will be welcorne, some not.

18. Beyond the Millennium

[t is almost 120 years since those first
famiIies moverl in. Despite continuing
change ancl the necessity to adapt which is

part oflife, there is reason to hope that our
inheritance of that pioneering spirit will
survive and flourish in the decades to come.

This railway village, this urban oasis,

has roots which go back more thln a

thousand years, to a time when forests

spread across the land and a Roman road
passed close to the shadow of a certain
Crickelecle \7oocl.

The lawns between Midland and Johnston Terraces.
A Londan Baraugh af Barnel

II

,i:,1:i),?,
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lP)ror ss lt ss rc r ilpr rt
l[,o, rr]irL,e rre aL,d[,err" ][rr,o,rnni rr]hr,e irldtlhL,o rr's<

-ll-tuts HlsT()RY oi \,ne snr:rll c,,rner ,,f
.i[ ,n* r':rst enterprisc s'lrich u'as the

Midlancl Railway u,as researche.l and u'rit-
ten by a group of resiclents presently living
in the Crickleu,ood Railway Terraces.

In 1876 F.S.Williams wr()te a history

of the earll' 1'e:rrs of the Micilanrl Railway.
It s'as an immediate [.est sel[er ancl
remains an ir-l-lluable source firr railu,'ay

historians rorlrry. In a preface ro the fifrh
eclition, dated 1888, Willian.rs describes
l-rou' he researclterl and u'r()tc l'ris history:

When the Author
Midland Railuay
tributary stream of euents -
Company were unlble to help

inquired for the beginning of the history of the

- uhen he tried to find the source of the highest

his friends of the Midland Railway
him.

The oldest official records were seorched in uain. Sir James

Allport, then the General Manager, and Mr. E. S. Ellis, the Chairman,
could tell much, but they could not saA uhere the Midland Counties

Raihuay, thefirst of the three lines that euentually uere amalgamated

toform the Midland Company, had its initiation.
FortunatelA o clue uos, unexpectedly, discouered. One dag,

riding in a train tDith Mr. Robert Harrison, of Eastuood, near
Nottingham, that gentleman suggested to the Author that in the
priuate books of hisfirm - Messrs. Barber, Walker and Co. - some

facts bearing on the subject might perhaps be ascertained. He
uould haue them searched.

And in those musty manuscripts - forta Aeors ond more old -
a record uas found of the greatest interest, which told how the first
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ideas that led on to the construction of the Midland Raihuay came

into being.

This story the Author has nou to tell. Hotu the Midland Railuay
originated at a uillage inn in the necessities of a feut coal-ouners;

hou it has gradually spread its poths of iron, north and south and

east and west, through half the counties of England, till they stretch

from the Bristol Channel to the Humber, the German Ocean to the

Mersey, and the English Channel to the Sohuay Firth; hou a
propertA has been created that has cost t9o,ooo,ooo of money, and

that brings in a reuenue of fT,ooo,ooo a year; hout it employs

more than 4;,ooo seruants; runs ifs engines a distance equal to fiue
times round the world euery day; and hotu there lies before it a

limitless future of usefulness, - these are facts which, in the

judgement of the Author, are uorthy of record.

Yet it so happens that the men uho haue been most deeply

engaged in thrs work haue been so busy with their work that they

seem neuer to haue thought of telling u;hy or how they did it; and so

the Author has been led to trg, before it is too late, to weoue together,

from the fragmentary records of the dead and from the fading
recollections of the liuing, a narratiue of modern enterprise uhich
has been honourable to those engaged in it, and has been

ruidespread and benefi.cent in its resulrs.

The Author begs to tender his grateful acknotuledgements to the

numerous Officers of the Company, and other gentlemen, toho haue

rendered him ualuable aid in his tuork. He hopes that the reader may

find as much pleasure in follotuing the thread of this remarkable

narratiue as the Author has had in unrauelling itfor himself.

'iri
a:

It
ii
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'Willirrn-rs'*'or.ls m:rn'ellously tlescribe thc journcr \\'c t()o h.r'c tirken ir-r uriting rhis
book. We llst, shrrre his hope that rr'e havc l.oth entcrtrrinetl ,rn.l rnfcrrnrc.l the rel.ler

of to.la1,u'hile at thc same tinre pro.,'irling rr usctirl res()urcc firr histt,riirns.

\With neigl-rl.ourlv greetings

1C.-1 1,"- (91.1.i,uu,'

E"*-^a* @.*U,-"

?K".,tN,-. {Bnont^
qfLy""-L iB,ons,"

errr.,- 8" rffir..
iB",.n TuL

S,,,a-- qrul{..*
3,,. *.j-*

glL-L.r*" E-*" ,r.

qlu"L",. \D*"aL
9.t - "U4,1

The Research Team. FCA I story Prolect
c. o 21 l\/ dland Terrace . London NW2 6QH

August 2001

Our thanks to a present and former residents of the Cr ck ewood Ba lway Terraces who ha,",e
generous y contnbuted their recollectrons, photographs and skt ls to this prolect

Gwen Adcock, Barbara Barnes, Davd Bromley. Reg Bromey. John Carke, Peter Elmore. Andrew Farrer. M ke
Faukner, Jean Garand Bruce Gass Dora Glass, Jar-r-les Gravestock. George Hartness, Jessca Hovrey'

Kobna Hughes, Ell Jones Harry Mears. John Otterpohl. Wnlfred Page. Charlie Boutey. Gwen Routey, Llan
Sargent, Michae Simk ns. Hrlda Thompson. Lena Thompson. phyl rs Webber

.. andourspecial thankstoGlynnWarteoftheMdandRailwaySocetyandHughPetneof theBarnet
Arch ves and Local Studres Centre for the r unstinting help and sLrpport throughorrt th s pro ect
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The British Newspaper Library, Colindale
Times lndex

Kelly's Directories

Cricklewood, Historical and Descilptive by B. W. Dexter (1908)

History of the Bradford Property Trust Limited 1928-78 by John Brennan

A Locoman's Log, 1937-85 by Bill Alcock
Clitterhouse Manor, Cricklewood, Hendon by Fred Hitchin-Kemp (1925)

The Midland Railway: lts Rise and Progress by F. S. Williams (1876)

The History of the Midland Railway by Clement E. Stretton (1 901)

Change at Child's Hll/ by Geoff Goslin

Tales of the Old Railwaymen by Tom Quinn

Scenes from a Signalbox Eaglemoss Publications Ltd
The Railway Surveyors by Gordon Biddle

The Railway Magazine
Cricklewood Walk bY 'WF' (1978)

Cricklewood's Beginnings by PJ.Kelsey (Hendon Times, 1981)

Square Deal Denied bY Ted Gibbins
Facts & Figures about British Railways (British Transport Commission, 1958)

The RCA gratefully acknowledges permission to reproduce copyright material as follows:

Lines from the first stanza of G,K.Chesterton's poem The Rolling English Roaci

- A.PWatt Ltd on behalf of The Royal Literary Fund.

Photographs of plans of Railway Terraces - the London Borough of Barnet

who assert ownership of all publication right in the original plans' ref MS20430

Alan Godfrey Edition MaPs

Our thanks to the Millennium Festival Awards for All tot making this project possible - in

parlicular Oliver Dawson and Julia Newby.
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Past and present merge

ln the 1913 photograph of lVilliam and ElsieWorker (belawlef), Elsie is wear-

ing a black skirt. This skirt, kept for almost 90 years by her daughter Lilian
Sargent, was worn on the day of the FEte by Eli Jones as part of her Victorian
costume. The recreated photograph on the right shows Eli again wearing the

skirt, with William and Elsie's grandson, Malcolm Sargent, as her'spouse'.

ToP:

Mid-left:
Mid'right:
Bsttom:

Opposite page
Grand Parade in Victorian costume with Fire Eaters and a Unicyclist

Juggler, accompanied by Oboe, Trumpets, Drums and Vlhistles.
Terraces Tug-o'-War.

Strongman arrested by local bobby for disorderly conduct!

Children's Sack Race.
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